Value                                                     06/30/2004
Scripture Reading: 
2 Cor. 4:16-18

Matthew 6:19-21, 16:26

1 Cor. 3:10-15


Galatians 6:7-10


1 John 2:15-17
1. Introduction
The value system of a person has lasting impact of his day to day decisions, the activities he attends, the places he goes, the things he buys, the priority he has, the time he spends and the money he invests.  It will also have a lifetime effect to this life and life to come.
2. Two kinds of value system:
1) Worldly:
Focus on earthly things: money, wealth, social status, fame and, popularity, etc.

(1) Visible (2 Cor. 4:18)
(2) Temporary (2 Cor. 4:18)

(3) Materialistic (Matthew 16:26)

(4) Man-centered (Eph. 2:1-5)
2) Godly:

Focus on heavenly things: God’s kingdom and His righteousness
(1) Invisible (2 Cor. 4:18)

(2) Eternal (2 Cor. 4:18)
(3) Spiritual (Matthew 16:26)
(4) Christ-centered (Romans 14:7-9, Colossians 3:4)
3. What has eternal value?
1) Those which we do for the Lord (Colossians 3:23, Philemon 6, Matthew 25:35-40)
2) Those which we do out of love (1 Cor. 13:1-3, 8, 13)
3) Those which we do according to the will of God (1 John 2:17)
4) Those which we do by faith (Hebrews 11:6)
4. Priority of life:
1) God, first (No. 1)
2) Family, second (No. 2)
3) Career, …
5. The result of having eternal perspective:
1) Have an abundant, meaningful and fulfilling life (John 10:10, 12:24)

“Have life in full” (John 10:10)

2) Have heavenly rewards (1 Cor. 3:10-15, 2 Timothy 4:7-8)

3) “Store up treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:20)

4) Will “not run and labor for nothing” (Philippians 2:16)

5) “Receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11); “Well done, good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:23)
6. Application: 
1) Honestly examine yourself what you value the most now? What is your ultimate goal for life?
2) Be able to identify what is temporary and what is eternal.
3) To be an eternal investor: Invest our life in eternity.

4) Stay on the life priority every day.
5) Knowing the will of God: The Bible (Eph. 5:17)

6) Cherish the time we have on earth (Eph. 5:16)

7) Live in a holy and simple life: Magnify Christ (Philippians 2:14-16)
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