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Lesson   1

BELIEVING THAT

JESUS IS THE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD

Bible passage:  John 1:1-18 

Bible memory verse:  John 20:31

Believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God is the foundation of the Christian faith (John 20:31)

I. Believing Jesus --- Our faith is not believing in the teaching or philosophy of Christianity; but believing in the person of Jesus.  This is where Christianity differs from other religions.  This is why the Gospels recorded the person Jesus, not just His teachings.  In fact, Jesus is the theme of the whole Bible.  Thus, the Bible is full of passages telling us to believe in Jesus. (John 3:16, 35; 6:35; 7:37, 38; 9:36-38; 14:11; 20:31; Acts 16:31)

II. Believing in Jesus is believing that He is the Son of God, He is Christ --- In other words, what we believe is not only the historical Jesus but also the revealed Christ, the Savior of mankind promised by God.  Christ (Greek) is Messiah (Hebrew), meaning THE ANOINTED ONE.  Anointing was the Jewish ceremony for commissioning a person for an important task.  Christ is sent by God to this earth to do His work.  Christ is God became man 

· to declare (reveal) God so that man may know God (John 1:18)

· to seek and save us (Luke 19:10)

· to be a "sin offering" (sacrifice) for us (Romans 3:23-25)

God himself witnessed that Jesus was His beloved Son, in whom He was well pleased (Matt. 3:16-17).

Man testified for Jesus in John 1:29, 34; Matt. 27:54.  Jesus' own words and deeds made evident that He was the Son of God:

What He said -- John 5:17-18; 10:27-30

What He did -- Forgiving sinner (Mark 2:1-13) 

Calmed the wind and sea (Mark 4:35-41)

Overcomes Satan (Mark 5:1-24) 

Gave life to the dead (Mark 5:21-24, 35-43)

Rose from the dead (Mark 16:1-8).

III. Therefore, when we truly believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, our sins can be forgiven, our spirits redeem-ed, we receive a new life, our lives can be lived with positive power and strength.  We believe, not because we are convinced by the teachings of Christianity but because we are moved by Jesus and decide to "commit" ourselves to Him (2 Tim 1:9-12) and "receive" Him into our hearts (John 1:12).

Homework:

I.
What did Jesus claim for Himself in the following verses?

1. Mark 14:61-62

2. John 10:30; 14:9

3. Matt. 28:18

4. John 14:6

5. John 6:38; 8:42,58

II. What did Jesus claim to do in these following verses?

1. John 5:22

2. Matt. 9:6

3. John 6:47

III. What did Jesus predict?

1. Mark 4: 31

2. Luke 18:31-33

3. John 14:1-3

IV. What did Jesus claim, to be in John 5:17-18?

V. Describe the purpose of Christ's death as it is related in I Peter 2:24.

VI. For a period of six weeks after His resurrection, Jesus walked and talked with many individuals and groups, as recorded in       I Cor. 15:5-8, who saw Him? Please list them.

Lesson 2

THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

(How Do I know I Am Saved?)

Bible passage: I John 5:9-15; John 3:1-20 

Bible memory verse: I John 5:13

Paul says, "The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes" (Romans 1:16).

Also, "If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved" (Romans 10:9).

Therefore, a believer testifies saying, "Thanks be to God, I am saved."

I. The Necessity of Salvation. "To save" and "saved" tell us the peril of man’s state.  The bible tells us that mankind is:

1.
Lost (Luke 19:10). We know neither our directions nor the true meaning of life. As the Bible says, "All we like sheep, have gone astray" (Isa. 53:6).

2.
Without God, without hope (Eph. 2:12).  Ever since the first of mankind sinned against God man have drifted farther and farther away from God until he is without God.  There is therefore a spiritual vacuum of emptiness that cannot be filled by material bounty.

3.
Sinners (Romans 3:23). We are sinners resulting in the turmoil and lawlessness of today's society. We lost the absolute standard and think that morality is relative.  Shouting "New Morality" and resulting in no morality.  No wonder Jean Paul Sartre (existentialist) says: "There is no exit from the human dilemma." And Churchill said: "Our problems are beyond us."

4. Slaves of sin (John 8:34). We have arrived in a miserable state where we cannot but sin -- slaves of sin.  The more we sin the more we sink into the pit of sinning.

5. Dead in sin (Eph. 2:1).  This is the most fearful situation, that we are already dead in trespasses and sins, and cannot save ourselves.  Therefore, we must accept the salvation that God has accomplished for us through the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ and His resurrection.  Otherwise we can never be free but to main for the last Judgment of God.  Dag Hammanskjold (former secretary to the United Nations) said: "I see no hope for permanent peace.  We have tried so hard and we have failed to miserably…  unless the world has a spiritual rebirth within the next few years, civilization is doomed."

II. How to be Saved (The procedure of steps on Salvation).  According to Acts 2:37, 38; 16:31, to be saved one must: 

(1) repent, (2) believe in the Lord Jesus.

1. Repent --- changing of mind, not turning over a new leaf by ourselves. Repentance in the Bible includes:

a. realizing one's own sins (Luke 18:13)

b. truly sorry for past sins (Luke 19:8)

c. confess one's sins to God (Luke 19:18)

d. ask God to forgive us (Ps. 32:1; I John 1:9)

2. Believe in the Lord Jesus means:

a. believe that Jesus is the Son of God (John 20:31)

b. believe that God raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 10:9).  Jesus died for our sin and rose again from the dead for our justification (Rom. 4:25)

c. to believe is to receive Him (Luke 15:8, 21)

d. to believe is to commit ourselves to Him.  He is the Lord, we are no longer our own lords.

3. How do I know that I am saved?


a. sins are forgiven, guilt is gone, peace joy joy in our hearts.  The Bible calls it the joy of salvation (I John 1:9, Ps. 51:12).

b. the indwelling of Christ in our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rev. 3:20).

c. a changed life, life has a goal and strength (2 Cor. 5:17).

Homework

1. To become a Christian, what must one do? (John 1:12)

2. To believe in Jesus is to possess ___________ and to be freed from ___________ (John 5:24). What did Christ do with our sins? (I Peter 2:24-25)

3. One way to express faith in Christ is to pray and ask Him to                                                                                    _____________  (Rev. 3:20).

a. What is our part?

b. What is His part?

c. If you have invited Christ into your life, where is He right now?  How do you know?

4. As you begin to live the Christian life, what three evidences will assure you that you know Jesus Christ?

a. I John 2:3

b. I John 3:14

c. Romans 8:16

5. Now can you answer the following questions without any doubt?

a. Is Jesus Christ your personal Savior?

b. Have you become a member of God's family?

c. What kind of life do you now possess?

d. Are your sins forgiven?

e. Are you sure of your salvation?

Lesson 3

WHAT IS PRAYER?

Bible passage: Matthew 6:5-15

Bible memory verse: Phil. 4:6-7

In the Bible, there are numerous passages that exhort us to pray. Therefore we know that prayer is one of the most important links in the Christian life.

Jesus taught His disciples to pray while He was on earth (Matt. 6:9).  His disciples also asked Jesus to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1).  Therefore, we must also learn diligently concerning the matter of prayer.

I. What is prayer? --- Prayer is communion with God.  Therefore in player we express our hearts and minds to God, our supplications, our adoration and our praise (Phil. 4:6).

Prayer is an important part of our spiritual respiration --- reading the Word of God is inhalation and prayer is exhalation.  "Prayer and the Word of God are inseparable, and should always go together in quiet time of the inner chamber.  In His Word God speaks to me, in prayer I speak to God"---Andrew Murray.

Prayer is the road to power---We Christians knov that we are very weak in ourselves, we need strength, prayer is the way to obtain strength.  Prayer is the strength by which we overcome our enemy Satan (Eph. 6:10-18, Mark 9:29).
II. How to Pray? --- There are no set procedures in prayer. It is a free expression of our spirits.  The prayer of a new Christian may be very simple, just like a toddler first learns to talk.  As one matures, one's words may be more.

However, we can learn how to pray according to the prayer the Lord Jesus taught His disciples (Matt. 6:9-13).

1. Adoration (Matt. 6:9-10) --- Adoration includes praises.  In our prayer we should praise God.

2. Confession (Matt. 6:12) --- When we ask for forgiveness, we must first confess (I John 1:9).

3. Thanksgiving (Matt. 6:13b) --- We must learn to give thanks in our prayers (Eph. 5:20; Hebrews 13:15).

4. Supplication (Matt. 6:11-13) --- we may pray for our needs, both physical and spiritual.

Since there are no set patterns for prayer we should learn to pray as the Holy Spirit moves.  However, we must pray in the name of our Lord (John 14:13, 16:23-24).  Because by ourselves we do not have the privilege to come before God and pray we're able to come to God in prayer only because our Lord Jesus has died for us (Hebrews 10:19).  At the end of a prayer we end with "Amen" meaning "verily"' or "truly I mean it."

III. The Promises of Prayer --- It has been estimated that there may be as many as 5000 personal promises made in the Bible, but very few believers will ever enjoy them. There are promises that God gives us concerning our prayers, this is our greatest assurance of our prayers (Jer. 33:3; Matt. 7:7-11; Matt. 21:22; John 14:14; I John 5:14-15).

Promises concerning

· material needs (Ps. 84:11; Phil. 4:19) 

· spiritual needs (Isa. 41:10, Eph. 1:3) 

· guidance in life (Ps. 32:8; 37:23-24; Pro. 3:5-6).

Our prayer to God should be our expression of our complete trust that He will hear us, according to I John 5:14-15.  If prayer is anything less than this it is not prayer.

Prayer is more than words. It is an attitude and expression of the heart toward God.

Homework

1.
What're some purposes of prayer from each of these following Scripture references?

a. Matt. 7:7

b. Matt. 26:41

b. Luke 18:1

2.
What are the requirements for prayer relationship according to   I John 3:22-23?

3.
As we exercise the privilege of prayer, what does God do about our anxiety? (Phil. 4:6-7)

4. Why will God not answer some prayer? (James 4:3)

5.
Faith is necessary for having our prayers answered, what else is necessary for answered prayers? (I John 3:14-25)

Lesson 4

WHY STUDY THE BIBLE?

Bible passage: 2 Tim. 3:14-17 

Bible memory verse: 2 Tim. 3:16-17

Andrew Murray said: "Prayer and God's Lord are inseparable, and should always go together in the quiet time of our inner chamber (personal devotion).  In His Word He speaks to me; in prayer I speak to God.  If there is to be true communications, God and I must take part.  If I simply pray, without using God’s Word, I am apt to use my own words and thoughts.  This really gives prayer its power that I take God's thoughts from His Word, and present them before Him. Then I am enabled to pray according to God's Word.  How indispensable God's Word is for all true prayers. "

Prayer and Bible are the two necessary elements of a Christian's daily Life.

I. The Bible is the Word of God
God spoke to us (Heb. 1:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:16).  The Bible is one book "16-36-66", 

16 : written in 16 centuries (1600 yrs.) 

36 : written by 36 human authors.

66 : made up of 66 books---39 in O.T.,

27 in N.T. (3 x 9 = 27).
The authors were of diverse times and backgrounds.  They did not know each other.  However, all through the 66 books there is one and only themes: The Lord Jesus Christ, furthermore, it may be expressed in one word: "come."

In the O.T.: Christ will come.

In the Gospel: Christ has come.

In the rest of NT: Christ will come again.

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie said, "Behind the Book was a person."

	In the OT He was
	predicted.

	In the Gospels He was
	presented.

	In the Acts He was
	proclaimed.

	In the epistles He was
	possessed.

	In the Revelation He was
	predominant.


The theme of the Bible is Christ, and God's plan of redemption for man through the history, there had been numerous attempts to destroy the Bible, but to no avail, the Bible is still the best seller.  For instance, after several decades trying to destroy the Bible, the Russian communists has no choice but to allow its printing today.

Another evidence that the Bible is the Word of God is the fulfillment of prophecies in the Bible (cf. Isa. 55:10-11).  The power manifested by the Bible is another evidence that the Bible is the Word of God.  Robert C. Lee said, "If there is anything in my thoughts or style to command, the credit is due to my parents for instilling in me an early love for the Scriptures."

II.
Benefits of Studying the Bible
1. The Scriptures are able to make one wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15).

2. That one may grow spiritually (I Pet. 2:2)

3. Life's guidance and instructions (2 Tim. 3,16),

4. That one may know God (Heb. 1:12, John 1:18)

5. That one may overcome the temptations of the enemy (Eph. 6:17).

III. How to Study the Bible
Attitudes must be proper: approach the Bible with reverence, awe, expectancy, with a willing mind and a believing heart, with a thirst for truth and righteousness.

Pray before and after Bible study.  Pray before studying the Bible that the Spirit of God will open our spiritual eyes that we may know the wonders of God's Word.  Pray after the Bible study, that the Holy Spirit may enable us to practice the Word of God so that our faith may increase and be well rooted.

Although there are 66 books in the Bible, always remember that, there is one theme: Christ Jesus and God's plan for redemption through Christ Jesus.

The Bible contains 66 books, yet the divine plan of God -to redeem men in Christ is the theme that runs through the whole Bible.  Be careful to consider each book as a part of the whole.  When you read, read it through. And

1. Mark and underline important passages through which God speaks to you.

2. Try to outline the book.

3. List the principal characters, who they are and what's their significance.

4. Select from each chapter key verses to memorize.

5. List teachings to obey and promises to claim.

6. Consider specially the characteristics revealed of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

7. Pray about the important things that we learn and ask the Holy Spirit to help us practice what we learn in our daily life.

Remember, always study the Bible with a pencil, a paper, a prayer and a purpose.

Homework:

1. Tell what the word is or does, or both, from the following Scripture references (Use dictionary for definition of key words if needed)?

John 17:17

John 8:31-32

1 Peter 1:23

Hebrews 5:13

Philippians 2:16

1 John 2:5

Hebrews 4:12 (5 things)

2. How is the Word of God understood?

a. What should we first know? (2 Peter 1:20-21)

b. What must we have occurred in one's life before he can hope to understand? (John 3:3)

c. Who is our Teacher? (John 16:13)

LESSON 5

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM

Bible passage: Matt. 28:16-20

Bible memory verse: Mark 16:16

There are only two sacraments (ceremonies) in the Christian Church.  Baptism and the Holy Communion.  Both were established by the Lord Jesus himself (Matt. 26:28), and are therefore practiced in the Church throughout history.  As a matter of fact, when Jesus was preaching on this earth, He commanded His disciples to baptize followers (John 3:22; 4:1-2).  A religious sacrament always stands for a certain meaning.

I.
The meaning of baptism --- Baptism had been practiced by prophets in the old days, baptizing followers, signifying their willingness to join the prophets, to belong to them (John 1:25; 4:2;  1 Cor. 10:1-2).

When we are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, it means that from that moment on, we belong to the triune God; we come under His name and are His followers (Matt. 28:19).

Before we received Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we belonged to the Devil and the world (John 8:23; 8:44; 15:19;        I John 4:5-6).  We obeyed the Devil and were against God.  We were slaves to sin.  But when we received Jesus, we are delivered from the power of darkness, the power of the Devil and enter into freedom because of the redemption through the blood of Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:13). Now we belong to God.  And baptism signifies that we belong to Christ, and to God.

II.  Baptism a testimony to the fact that our sins are cleansed (Acts 22:16; Hebrews 10:22) --- The original word baptisma contains the meaning of washing in water.  The water used in baptism cannot eliminate our sin.  Our sin can be cleansed only by the shed blood of our Lord (Hebrews 9:14,22).  Baptism is but a testimony to the fact that we are cleansed.

III. Baptism Is a testimony of our salvation (l Peter 3:20-2l) --- Here Peter used the analogy, of "Noah's flood."  Noah and his family were saved by entering the ark, we are saved by the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  We testify to the world, by the sacrament of baptism, that we are saved by receiving through faith and the salvation is accomplished by the Lord's resurrection.  Noah was saved by water, we too, are saved by water.  Therefore baptism is a testimony of our salvation.

III. Baptism signifies our union with Christ, (Romans 6:1-5) --- When we believe in Jesus Christ, not only are we forgiven of our sins, not only that we are saved, moreover, that same moment we have received the life of Jesus Christ.  Because we have His life, we are in Him.  When He was crucified, buried, and rose from the dead, we, being in Him are also crucified, buried, and rose with Him.  Just like we, being Adam's descendants, having Adam's life, we were in Adam.  Although we are not yet born when Adam sinned, we were in him.  Similarly, when we receive the Lord's life, we are in Him.  Baptism is a testimony to this union.

V.
A testimony to the fact that we become one body (I Cor. 12:13) --- Paul explained the truth about the church with the example of a body.  There are many members, but there is on1y one body.  When we are baptized we become a member of this body.  We are members in the church, sharing one same life, helping, loving and caring for one another.  Baptism testifies that we become one body,

Prerequisite to Baptism: 

Repentance (Acts 2:38)

Believe       (Acts 8:12)

We may be baptized as soon as we truly repent and truly believe.

Homework

1. Write out the meaning of baptism in your own words.
2. Do you intend to be baptized in the near future when the opportunity is available?
3. Why do you think you are ready (or not ready) to be baptized?

LESSON 6

THE MEANING OF HOLY COMMUNION

Bible passage: I Cor. 11:23-31

Bible memory verse: I Cor.  11:26

The Holy Communion is the second most important sacrament.  It is also called "Agape" or "Eucharist" (because Jesus took the cup and gave thanks, which in the original is "eucharisteasa") meaning to give thanks.  It is also called "The Lord's Supper" which is used in the Bible.  The Holy Communion, Agape, Eucharist are names used traditionally in the church.  The night Jesus was betrayed, He had Passover dinner with His disciples.  He took the bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "Take, eat, this is my body." And He took the cup, and when He had given thanks. He gave it to them, and they all drank of it.  Referring to the bread, Jesus said, "this is my body, which is broken for you.  This do in remembrance of me." Referring to the cup He said: "This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many, for the remission of sin.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

The Meaning of the Holy Communion
I. To Remember Jesus' Death --- The bread and the cup are the symbols of the Lord's body and blood, and also the symbols of His death.  Note specially the phrases "for you," "for many," His death is for us.

"The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23).  We deserve eternal death, but Jesus is the Son of God who is sinless.  He was made to be sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21), died for us on the cross (Romans 5:8); that we may be spared from God's wrath and judgment and eternal death.  How can we forget such grace, how can we not remember It always?

II. To Remember His Covenant --- "This is my blood of the covenant" (Mark 14:24).  The covenant that God made with the Israelites is the Old covenant, the Ten Commandments (Deut. 4:14), also made with blood (Ex. 24:8), with the blood of sacrificial animals.  The covenant that God made with us now is the New Covenant made by Jesus' blood on the cross with the believer. This is the new Covenant which was prophesied in Jeremiah 31:31-34.  The Old covenant was etched on stone tablets, the new covenant is etched on our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  The Ten Commandments of the Old Covenant are for condemnation, the blood of the New Covenant is of the forgiveness of sun, i.e. God has to forgave our sins if we believe and receive the substitutional death of the Lord.  Regardless of the extent of our sin, this is a Covenant and cannot be changed (Hebrews 8:6-13).
III. To Remember the Lord's Promise --- "In the Kingdom of God" (Mark 14:25), "till He comes" (I Cor. 11:26).  Jesus said that He will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day He will drink it new in the Kingdom of God, Jesus was referring to the feast at the marriage of the Lamb in the book of Revelations (Rev. 19:1-10).  When Jesus comes again, the Church will be like the bride, all who belong to Him will enjoy the marriage feast of the Lamb.  This promise is not a word of despair, but a note of joy.  Jesus sees beyond the darkness of Calvary to that time. When He would share with His disciples the Messianic banquet and enjoy with them the life of the age to come.  When we now partake of the Holy Communion, we remember this promise and anticipation the feast to come.  "This then is a living sermon, containing both memorial and prophecy.  It is a dramatic means of keeping alive the sacred memory of Jesus' supreme love on the cross and the blessed hope of His glorious return."

IV. To Remember that We are of One Body (I Cor. 10:16-17) ---Beside remembering Jesus' death, His covenant and His promise, we also remember that we are of one body, though we are many, we the believers, are one body, symbolized by one bread.  Thus we care for one another, help one another, feel for one another.  It is a beautiful act in which Christians are drawn together and in common partake of the essence of Christ.  Thus, through the Holy Communion we remember our Lord Jesus giving us the grace of salvation by dying on the cross.  He saved us from the bondage of sin into the Kingdom of God, that we may become new creatures, enjoying all the grace from God in Christ, with the blessed hope of the Kingdom to come.  The meaning of the Holy Communion embraces remembrance, proclamation (kataggellete, herald or make known) and hope.

Homework

1. What are the similarities between the Passover In the Old Testament and the Communion in the Now Testament? (Ex. 12:1-66)

2. Why do we use the bread and grape juice for communion?  What do they stand for?

3. Why should you participate in the communion after you are baptized?

LESSON 7

WE MUST WITNESS FOR CHRIST

Bible passage: Matt. 28:16-20 

Bible memory Verse: John 15:27

We are the witness for the Gospel, for Christ Jesus.

I. Why Must We Bear Witness?  Without first settling this question, we cannot and will not bear witness seriously.

1. The Need of Man --- "without God, without hope" (Eph. 2:12).  The greatest pain of our time is emptiness.  Dr. Karl Gustar June said that the crux of our psychiatric systems was inner emptiness.  Jean Paul Sartre's "Nausia" "no Exit" are full of existentialism, expressing the emptiness and hopelessness of this age.  The book "'What the College Students Think" reports the observations of sociologists that a great majority of college students feel empty and thirst some kind of belief to fill their lives.

2. The duty of Christians --- We ourselves are saved, we must share this good news with others.  We cannot just watch without action when we see others in fire and water.  Not to mention the fact that Christ commanded that we must witness for Him (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8)

3. The examples set by Christ --- Although Christ Jesus preached to multitudes, He paid special attention to personal  evangelism.  This is very clearly seen in the Gospel according  to John.  He preached to Andrew, Peter, Philip, Nathaniel, and another disciple. He talked to Nicodemus (John 3), to the Samaritan woman (John 4), to man with infirmity (John 5), to a woman taken in adultery (John 8), to one born blind (John 9).

II. The Contents of Our Witness --- Share our experience of salvation, witness that Jesus Christ is the Savior, and ask the person to believe and receive Him.  Consisting of three elements.

1. Relate simply how we are saved and changed into new persons. (John 9:25).

2. Explain that the Lord Jesus is the Savior.

a. He is the Son of God (John 1:10).

b. He died for man on the cross and accomplished the way of salvation (Mark 10:45).

c. He rose again from the dead, gives new life to man that they may become the children of God (2 Corinthians 5:17).

3. One must believe in Jesus (Acts 16:31).  According to the Bible one must first repent, then receive Jesus as his Savior.

III. in John , Chapter 4,  We Are Given A Good Example.
1. Through normal encounters (v.7) --- therefore we must have contacts with non-Christians.

2. Establish common interest (v.7) --- Jesus did not preach right away.

3. Bring out interest (v.9-15) --- when the curiosity of the woman was brought out, Jesus then lead her into the Gospel message.

4. Do not overdo it --- slowly, step by step, guiding her. 

5. Do not condemn (v.18) --- Our Lord did not condemn her, she herself condemned her own sin.

6. Stay with the theme (v.19-26).

7. Bring her directly to the Lord (v.25-26).

Homework

1. What is our responsibility to those who are outside of Christ? (Acts 22:15).

2. What is the Condition of those who have not committed themselves to Christ? (John 3:18).

3. How can your life be a testimony for Jesus Christ? (John 13:35).

4. Who must be the central figure in your witness?  Why? (John 14:6).

5. List the names of some friends and relatives who do not know Christ as their Savior, that you can start praying for.

6. Write down some specific actions you plan to take to help them to know Christ.

LESSON 8

WHY MUST WE OFFER?

Bible passage: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Bible memory verse: 2 Corinthians 8:5

It is the believer's duty to offer.  There are clear teachings about believers' offerings in both the Old and the New Testaments.  When Jesus was here, He once sat across from the treasury to watch how people offer and to teach His disciples about offerings (Luke 21:1-4).

We offer because:

I. We are "God's stewards" (Luke 12:42; 1 Peter 4:10), all we have are entrusted to us by Gods, none belongs to us.  Our money is entrusted to us by God, we are responsible for its management.  Our offering is but to return what has been entrusted to us.

II. Offering is part of worship.

In the Old Testament, worship and sacrifice were inseparable.  Leviticus gives us the best illustrations.  In the New Testament, Paul admonished the Corinthian believers to bring their offerings on the first day of the week when they meet (I Corinthians 16:1-19).

III. Offering is a blessing.
This is taught in both the New and Old Testaments: Malachi 3:10; Acts 20:35; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.  The experience of believers proves this teaching.  However, the principle of offering set forth In the New Testament is that we first offer ourselves (Romans 12:l-2; 2 Corinthians 8:5), because we are bought with a high price (I Corinthians 6:20).  When we realize that we belong to Him, then all we have, including our money, belong to Him.  Thus it would not be difficult for us to offer our money.

Tithing is the Biblical teaching. 1/10 (one-tenth) of our Income belongs to God (Leviticus 27:30). We should tithe.

Homework

1. Do you understand the meaning of a "steward"?

2. The reason for our offerings is to gain more blessings.  Is this a proper attitude?

3. Are you now practicing "Tithing" (offering 1/10 of your income) or planned giving?

4. Are there difficulties in your offering?

5. Do you wish to start practicing planned giving or tithing?

LESSON 9

DISCOVER OUR GIFTS AND MINISTER ONE TO ANOTHER

Bible passage: I Peter 4:10-11 

Bible memory verse: I Peter 4:10

I Peter 4:10-11 clarifies 5 items:

1. Gifts are "received" --- in other words, God gives us gifts. (We were born with the gifts. We were given the gifts by the Holy Spirit after we were saved and born again).

2. There are only 2 kinds of gifts in the Church:

a. Speaking.

b. Ministering,

This is like what is mentioned in Acts 6:1-4, the ministry of the Word and the ministry of the table.

3. The function of the gifts --- minister to one another.  After we are saved, we become the children of God, therefore we are to "love one another"' (I John 4:7-8).  We have the same life therefore we are to fellowship with one another (Acts 2:42).  We are one body therefore we are to "care for one another" (I Corinthians 12:25).  Moreover, we should "minister one to another", "helping one another", that we may build up ourselves in love and thus cause the church to grew.

4. The purpose of the gifts --- that God may be glorified.  Nothing can be more glorifying to God than the fact that the children of God are practicing love for one another and ministering to one another.

5. Therefore our responsibility is to be a good steward, after we received the gifts, and use them well.  Read carefully the parable of the Lord in Matthew 25:14-30.

The members of our body all have their functions to achieve the propose of ministering one to another.  Thus, you must find out your gift and utilize it well, so that you may be a good steward of the gift which you received.

Homework

1. What is your special ability or capability?

2. Are you willing to spend sometime to discover your special gift? to minister to one another?

3. Have you been helped by someone before? What help has influenced you to the greatest extent?

4. In your opinion what is the greatest shortcoming in our church body-life?

5. Maybe you are still growing and do not clearly realize your gifts, however, In what area do you think you may be of service?

LESSON 10

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

Bible passage: Ephesians 5:22-23

Bible memory verse: Romans 12:5

The church is usually considered by believers to be the place of worship.  However, the Bible gives her a much deeper meaning.

I. In the original language, the Church Is called "ekklesia", meaning the gathering together of those called out by God.  2 Cor. 6:16-17 gives is a good definition.  God, through the salvation of Jesus Christ, redeemed us, that we may become His people, He lives amongst us.  This is the Church.

II. The Church is the home of God's children (God's house) I Tim. 3:15.  This is where the children of God long to be.  Where one is comforted, encouraged, forgiven, supplied of their needs and fed spiritually.  This is the house of God.

III. The Church is the learning place of a believer: "The pillar and foundation of Truth" (I Tim. 3:15).  Prior to Jesus' ascension, He commanded, "...teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." (Matt. 28:20).  Therefore, in Acts we find the disciples teaching often in the synagogues and in homes (Acts 11:26).  Thus in the Church, the servants of God are to teach and instruct the believers.

IV. The Church is the body of Christ (Romans 12:5).  This is a special name.  From this we see that the Church is not an organization, it is a body (organisms fellowship) with life, because she grows.  The true church is universal, there is only one.  Therefore when we gather at various localities (in church buildings or in homes) we remember that we are all one body. This also indicates to us the relationship among believers.  We are all members of a body, therefore we care for one another and we share our joys and worries and pains.

Someone once defined the Church like this: 

"The Lord brings and keeps His people in covenant fellowship with Himelf by His Spirit and His Word.  His voice is heard in the proclamation of His Word and His acts are seen in the administration of His sacraments.  Accordingly, these with prayer and praise are the marks of the visible Church, the means the Holy Spirit uses to bring individuals to personal faith and to nourish believers in the corporate worship of the Christian Community.  As they receive Gods promises, He forgives the sins of His people and seals them with His sacraments for the world to come."

Homework

1. Now that you understand the meaning of the Church, what are your responsibilities to the church?

2. In your opinion, what are the shortcomings of our Sunday worship Service?  Which part of it do you enjoy the most?

3. Before you came for this lesson, what kind of concept did you have concerning the meaning of the Church?

4. Using your own words, describe what an ideal church should be like.
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