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Victor Hugo

Mat is the greatest love in the world?
That is the theme of the play tonight, beyond the
dramatic music score, period costumes and ingenious
staging. | think that is what keeps this musical
production of Victor Hugo's famous play, Les
Misérables, the longest running (and still much beloved
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DBy David H. Lee
by the audience) musical production in history.

| am staying at a hotel on Piccadilly, close to all
the theaters in London.  Indeed, it is nice to be able to
walk in five minutes to all the major theater venues in
London. This is my second time in London, yet there
is still a sense of excitement in this city. Two days ago,
the news just reported the outbreak of the possible
pandemic swine flu. | don’t know what the future will
hold, but God grants me leisure here.  Upon checking
into the hotel the early afternoon, | took the fube
(English subway) to the British Library after securing my
tickets for the Les Misérables and The Phantom of the
Opera -both chosen for my previous viewing while in
medical school from the very back of the
Sanger’s Theater in New Orleans. Although | still
remember the music well, | could barely recall the
scenes due to the far distance. The British Library
has the manuscripts | wanted to see —the Magna Carta,
one copy of Gutenberg Bible. The new building by



King’s Cross/St Pancras is quite modern with

state-of-the-art electronic catalogue and internet archive.

The treasure of the Library is in a large room to the left
of the front entrance. | was immediately captivated by
the musical manuscripts by the entrance. To my
surprise, in the middle of the glass display was Handel's
hand-written score of the Messiah, surrounded by other
scores of Schubert, Mozart and various composers.
Beatles was there too, along with Shakespeare and all
the great English writers.  In the back of the room was
the jewel of the collection -the Magna Carta and the
large collection of illuminated bibles.  There were the
Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Alexandrinus—two of the
three oldest Vulgate and Greek Bibles from the 4th
century (the third one, Codex Vaticanus, is in the
Vatican).

Les Misérables is about three-hours long with a
short intermission. It is a story of a man who was
imprisoned for 19 years after stealing bread to feed his
sister’s child. After his release he was treated with
cruelty by the people due to his criminal record and
constantly pursued by the chief inspector.  His
redemption came after a priest forgave his wrongdoings
in Christ's Name and turned his hatred into love. He
became a new man and later rescued a dying, desolate
woman by promising to take care of daughter as his
own child. The intricate story intertwined with the
student revolution as the man continued to sacrifice
himself in demonstration of God’s Love. The climax
was the discovery of his unselfish love by the grown,
adopted daughter and her revolutionary husband. It
was the chance of forgiveness of sins through Christ
that grew into this amazing love. To love
others without conditions is to see the face of
the Living God, the Greatest Love. There
were tears on faces of many in the audience,
but was it a fleeting moment or a chance for
self-examination? | hope the play will i
continue to inspire than entertain. '

The next day brought me to the famous
Westminster Abbey. It is truly an incredible

gothic cathedral full of memories of the modern world
developments. To the British, posterity is remembered
by a stone memorial in the Abbey. Although the
tombs of the kings and queens of England were
fascinating, | came to pay my respect for two individuals.
The first was Frederick Handel whom | knew was buried
inside the Abbey; the other, William Wilberforce, who |
was not quite sure | could find. At the end of
prescribed audio tour, unexpectedly, | found him among
the British musical composers on the side wing behind
the memorial to the scientist Newton. His plaque
described him as an inexorable light in the fight against
slavery in the British Empire. ~ How could the glorious
British Empire that counted on God’s blessings allow
the practice of slavery? The answer: It was not God’s
Will but the will of the sinful men. God did raise His
people to rise against all evils—first, William Wilberforce
and other s from the Great Awakening in England, then
the abolitionists in US leading to Abraham Lincoln.  In
Les Misérables, the common people noted that the
change of the politics did not change the hearts of
human. The only true change is the forgiveness of
sins through God'’s Love. It is the amazing force that
allowed a man imprisoned in
hatred and sins to undergo a
360-degree transformation.

In the afternoon, as |
was sitting on the cruise boat on
the River Thames looking at the
British Parliament and the Big
Ben Tower, | could not help to
think of the fragileness of this
panoramic moment. In a few
seconds, this sense of
wonder | felt was about to
disappear, just like our
short life in this world. |
do not know what ' :
tomorrow will hold for me. My hope comes
from the faith that | know my Redeemer lives and
that eternity in the Love of God awaits me.
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