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By David H. Lee

After we had reached safety, we then learned that the island was called Malta. The natives showed
us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain and was cold, they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us
round it. Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the fire, when a viper, driven
out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they
said to one another, ‘This man must be a murderer; though he has escaped from the sea, justice has not
allowed him to live." He, however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. They were expecting
him to swell up or drop dead, but after they had waited a long time and saw that nothing unusual had happened
to him, they changed their minds and began to say that he was a god. Now in the neighborhood of that place
were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us
hospitably for three days. It so happened that the father of Publius lay sick in bed with fever and dysentery.
Paul visited him and cured him by praying and putting his hands on him. After this happened, the rest of the
people on the island who had diseases also came and were cured. They bestowed many honors on us, and
when we were about to sail, they put on board all the provisions we needed. ( Acts 28: 1-10)

After being imprisoned on false charges,
Apostle Paul appealed before King Agrippa in
Caesarea asking for judgment before the Roman
Emperor since he was a Roman citizen. The
centurion of Augustan Cohort escorted Paul and
other prisoners, sailing from Caesarea to Italy.
During the journey the ship encountered a violent
storm and was shipwrecked by the Island of Melita
(ancient name of Malta), located about 60 miles
south of Sicily. Paul performed divine miracles
and converted the island to Christianity before

heading to Syracuse, Sicily.

I am not sure how I chose Malta as my next
travel destination. I have heard of this island through
history books. A few years ago, while returning from

Paris on a flight
to Dallas, I met
a native of
Malta and
exchanged with
him a few travel
tips. Recently,

. after joining a

medical mission
under the
auspice of the
Order of Malta,
the  Sovereign

Military Hospitaller Order of St John of Jerusalem, of
Rhodes and of Malta, I became fascinated by the
history of Crusades and their involvement in this



island.

Having met many travelers around the world, |
often ask what sets a Christian apart from other
non-believers. As travelers, we all go to the same
historical and scenic destinations; we are all treated as
tourists by the locals. Superficially there appears to
be no difference between believers and non-believers if
the contact is brief. But if you have ever met a true
Christian then you can tell that there is something
different.
are born again through the amazing grace of God.

Christians are followers of Christ. They

They know that they have become Christians not
because they wanted to choose a religious belief, but
because God loved and chose them first. Before
becoming a Christian, Paul (then called Saul) was a
persecutor of early Christians, full of hate. Despite
his sins, Christ chose Paul to be his apostle (“one sent
forth as a messenger” in Greek) to deliver the gospel to
the gentiles. Paul subsequently wrote the Holy Spirit
inspired epistles in the New Testament. Christians
are filled with the love of God, and they have the
desire to share the message of salvation to others. To
them, not sharing this news is a selfish act of sin itself.
Christians strive to be like Christ. The Maltese cross
symbolizes some of these qualities.

The eight points of the cross represent

the eight obligations or aspirations of the

Knights of St John of Jerusalem, namely

"to live in truth (1), have faith (2), repent one's sins (3),
give proof of humility (4), love justice (5), be merciful
(6), be sincere and wholehearted (7), and to endure
persecution (8)".

Well, you may say that many non-believers
possess the same qualities and may even be more
“heroic” than the so-called Christians. Reading the
Acts of the Apostles, you will note that the ship that
carried the Apostle Paul had both Christians and
pagans on board. They all faced the same unforeseen
danger and devastation of the Mediterranean tempest.
Yet while the pagans panicked and felt doomed, the

believers stood calm with unusual and unexpected
peace and even used the opportunity to spread the
gospel. Last Sunday, the pastor of our church gave
this analogy. Believers are like a grand ship under the
stewardship of God, and the nonbelievers are like
scattered logs in the open sea. Both are made of
wood and subject to the natural forces of the sea. In
the face of storm, the ship stands tall and navigates the
waves masterfully; in contrast, the logs are harshly
battered and easily scattered by the sea. Jesus
explained this on the Mount of Beatitudes:

So that you may be children of you Father
in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the
tax-collectors do the same? And if you greet only
your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect. (Matthew 5:45-48)

Yes, God is merciful to all of His creation, even
to those who do not believe or accept Him. Yet God
is justice. We are forever separated from His love
because of our sin, unless we are willing to accept His
grace through Christ Jesus to pay for the debt of our
sin. What we do in this short life of a few decades
means nothing when compared to the eternity of God.
To Christians, the trials, sufferings and difficulties in
the mundane life have no significance, since they know
they have already been granted the promise of eternal
life. On the Roman ship, the pagans panicked and
their heart was filled fear and darkness, not knowing
where they were heading; while Paul and other
believers trusted in God, knowing that God would
deliver them and an eternity in God’s love and glory
awaited them.
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THE BELL

| KNOW WHO 1 AM.
1 am God's child .(John 112]
1 am Christ’s friend .CJohn 15:15 ]
| am united with the Lord.(1 Cor. 6:17 )
| am bought with a price.(1 Cor. 6:19-20)
| am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
| am a personal witness of Christ. [Acts 18]
I am the salt & light of the earth. [ Matt. 5:13-14)
| am a member of the body of Christ. (1 Cor 12:27)
I am free forever from condemnation. { Rom. 8: 1-2
| am a citizen of Heaven. | am significant. [ Phil. 3:20)
| am free from any charge against me. (Rom. 8:31-34)
1 am a minister of reconciliation for God. (2 Cor. 5:17-21)
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 2:18]
| am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms. [Eph. 2:6]
| cannot be separated from the love of God .[ Rom. 8:35-39)
| am established, anointed, sealed by God. (2 Cor 1:21-22)
| am assured all things work together for good. (Rom. 8: 28)
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. (John 15:16 ]
I may approach God with freedom and confidence. (Eph. 3: 12
| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. [Phil. 4:13)
I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. (John 15: 1-5)
| am God’s temple. (1 Cor. 3:16 ). 1am complete in Christ. (Col 2: 10)
| am hidden with Christ in God. [Col. 3:3). I have been justified. (Romans
61
1 am God’s co-worker. (1 Cor.. 3:3; 2 Cor 6:1). 1 am God’s workmanship.
(Eph. 210
| am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be
perfected. (Phil 1: 5
I have been redeemed and forgiven.[CoL1:141] have been adopted as
God's child. (Eph 1:5]
I belong to God.
Do you know
who you arel?
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