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bontemplation on Greetion

By David H-. Lee

Sometimes you feel that life is coming right at you
and there is barely time to breathe.

May 12, 2009. | returned to New Orleans from a
trip to England, France and Northern Spain two days ago.
Now | am traveling again—this time for a medical meeting in
the windy city of Chicago. It's strange that | have not
sensed the usual jetlag, or perhaps | am simply too

exhausted
from the oversea trip to feel the effect.  Traveling is a
surreal experience when juxtaposed directly with one’s
normal daily routine. | remember that last Thursday (just
four days ago!) | was walking along the Gironde River in
Bordeaux with my friends after having a wonderful French
gourmet fish dinner.  The day before, | was hiking in the



Spanish Pyrenees along an exquisitely tranquil emerald lake.
But I do not want to re-track my journey here. Life is about
treasuring the memories and looking forward to a grand goal.
The problem is that most people do not know that goal and
are trapped in the reliving either an idealized or distorted
past.

Indeed, as human beings, we are governed daily by
the five physical senses — touching, hearing, smelling,
tasting, and seeing.  But if we live purely by these senses,
are we no different from typical animals like cows and pigs?
The fact that | am writing this essay and that you are reading
it testifies there is more to human existence than animal
instincts.  In grade schools, we were taught that the theory
of evolution explains the human origin.  The truth is that a
theory is just a theory.  The Merriam-Webster dictionary
defines theory as an abstract thought, an analysis of a set of
facts in relation to one another, or a hypothesis assumed for
the sake of argument.  Darwin’s theory is made from
observations of changes in nature.  Scientists like to think
there is a cause and effect to every observation.  Thus,
they assume that the most plausible explanation of human
existence is evolution from a continuous line of biologic cells.
And where do cells come from?  They must have come
from that primordial soup of chemicals by accident (it sure
sounds more like magic than science here). How about
those chemicals?  Ah, there was this big bang in the
universe. And what was there before the big bang?
Silence among the scientists.

The atheists and some scientists state that the Bible is
the work of man, and therefore it is not scientific ~by which
they mean it cannot be proven by observations and
experiments. | used to think that Creation seems like a
fairy tale compared to the theory of evolution, even though
the theory of evolution is full of gaps and holes and does not
explain the reason or purpose of our existence. But now |
have a better understanding of Genesis with spiritual growth.
God is the source of science since He created the entire
universe.  Everything that we observe in the universe is
simply a wonder of His Creation. God exists on His Own.
He created the universe out of His Will. ~ Of course, the
universe is a reflection of God's Perfect Existence; therefore
it must follow the order and justice of the Perfect God.  If
you read Genesis, you will realize that after God created the
world, He decided to create man in His Own Image. The
Bible informs us that God is Spirit. It follows that man, as
God’s Own Image, must also be a spirit with a nature derived
from God. God made our physical appearances with the
elements of His Creation, yet He infused man with His
Breath begetting the spirit of man.  Since God is eternal by
His Own Existence, the spirit of man must also have that
quality of eternity.  However, man is also of the
Creation—that is to say, made of chemical elements—and
must follow the laws of nature, which dictates that the body

must decay and return to nature.  So we when die
physically, our body is returned to nature, yet the spirit of
man is not of the Physical Creation (which was created
before man) but is derived directly from God.  Thus, the
spirit of man has a constant yearning or goal to go back to its
source, God.  Unfortunately, this does not happen for
everyone in the world.  As the Bible tells us, God gave us
free will, a crucial element of God’s Existence. We can
choose to accept God as our Creator or abandon Him by our
own will.  When we choose to depart from the God and not
follow His Commandments, we commit sin, which means the
separation from God by man’s own will.  The final penalty
for sin is complete separation from God, which implies that
when our physical body dies, our spirit will be separated
completely from God and enter into eternal darkness or hell.
Wait the second, the atheists complain, how can we
believe in the validity of the Bible when you tell us the world
was created in seven days while the scientific data indicates
billions and billions of years?  And now you proceed to
preach this theological nonsense, they argue. Well, dear
atheists, it appears that you're holding a different standard
for the Bible and you've not understood the true meaning of
the words in the Bible. ~ Certainly, the Bible was physically
written by the hands of man.  God inspired the prophets
and chosen scribes to deliver His Message to us. However,
we must realize that there is a great limitation to the words of
man. God had to deliver His Message in a way familiar to
man, using the grammatical structures of human speech. If
God wanted to describe the Internet to Moses, what would
He do? There were no such words or descriptions in the
times of Moses.  He would have inspired the scribes to
write about Internet using metaphoric words and phrases
that existed at the time; for example, “a great library in the air
that extends in all directions like a spider web.” (If you read
the Revelations, you will find a book full of metaphors and
symbols.) If we had read this passage before the invention
of the Internet, it would surely sound like nonsense and
superstition.  Indeed, the true understanding of the Bible
requires that man be constantly inspired by God.  Now if
you read Genesis carefully, you will realize that the sun was
not even created until the fourth day.  The seven days of
Creation refers to God’s time, not our solar days.
Understanding the Bible requires a theological mindset.
Let me give an analogy here. To criticize French literature,
the best way is to learn the French language and culture.
Reading an English translation of French literature limits the
scope of understanding because the lens of frame is different.
The atheists also charge that the Bible is not scientific, not
supported by observations and experiments.  If two
thousand years of Christian testimonies by saints, martyrs
and scholars cannot be accepted as truthful observations
and experiments in the scientific sense, then | would have
less faith in the Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle which



states that a quark particle can be at two places at one time.
After all it was the Christian spirit for continual search to
understand God’s Creation that led to the Calvinist spirit

which sparked the development of modern scientific theories.

Sadly in this post-modern world, many choose to believe that
technological advances would save the world, than to follow
the simple command of love your neighbor more than
yourself.

While journeying in France, | spoke with my once
Catholic but now agnostic friend.  His profession involves
writing computer programs. | used this analogy to describe
Creation to him.  (Again, | must emphasize that we can
never truly understand God since we do not have the
capability and capacity as the created.) Suppose that God
is a programmer and the world He has created is a computer
program. A computer program must follow certain rules
and logic.  (Please note here that God is more than a
programmer in our own understanding of information
technology.) God sees the past, the present, and the future
all at one time since He is beyond time and space. This is
a hard concept to understand since we are limited by this
world.  All of our references have to do with time (history)
and space (distance). ~ As the master programmer, God
creates a world with the stars, the earth, and the living
creatures. He wants something in the program that
resembles His Existence—full of creative energy and free will.
Thus, He creates a special being called man and allows the
creature to have free will. At every moment of time in the
program, the man is making his own decisions based on his
own free will.  God is in control in the sense that He actively
knows the past, the present, and the future. He sees the
results of a man’s action in the future, yet He allows the man
to make the decision in the present.  (God’s omniscience is
beyond our understanding here.)  The Creation program,
though made in God’s own time, involves complicated rules
and laws (you may call this the justice or law of nature). To
the human character in the program, the universe seems to
have existed for billions of years; yet to the Master
Programmer, the execution of the program only involved an
instant. ~ Surely the program would allow internal changes
to the system according to the justice of nature.  In a way,
the environment in the program evolves according to the
laws of the program and any changes the Master
Programmer may decide to make at any time (which you
may call divine interventions).  One billion years in the
space-time continuum of the program is simply a small
“stroke” in the hands of the Master Programmer.  Thus,
what the human character observes in the program about
the changes (which he may term evolution as a theory
because of the progressive change he sees in the record of
nature) is the natural law of justice that the Master
Programmer originally programmed. ~ The human
character was created and inserted into this programmed

world by the Will of the Master Programmer.  The physical
appearance of the human character is made using
established laws of nature.  He would have the same basic
backbone or code of life that could respond to changes in
nature (you may want to call this DNA, a chemical substance
that encodes life in the program).  From this analogy, we
see that Creation and scientific observations (as described in
the theory of evolution) are completely compatible. What is
missing in the Darwin’s theory of evolution is the perspective
beyond the confines of the program that satisfactorily and
perfectly explains the origin, purpose and destiny of the
humankind.  Creation provides us the truth about our
nature and purpose, and their relationship to the physical
world.

| feel compelled to write this contemplation on Creation
which has puzzled me for a long time. | still sense that my
physical being in this world is still pulling me down, with
doubts and questions; after all, this is the nature of free will —
| can choose to believe or not to believe. | thank God for
His Grace of Salvation. My faith in God has given me the
hope that my goal lies in God and that the spiritual yearning
in me is a calling from God. | firmly believe that Christian
theology is so amazing that it cannot be made up by man for
his own amusement.  If | were to create a “religion,” the
easiest and most fascinating way is to create one god for
every need | have —why bother creating a complicated
system of salvation in which God becomes man (incarnation)
and dies (crucifixion) in order to grant salvation and eternal
life to man (grace).  Of course, | am “creating” beliefs or
religions for my own benefits.  If one god or idol does not
satisfy my spiritual need, | can create another one. | might
even create a giant artistic idol and force other people to
worship this idol in order that my effort be recognized and
glorified.  After all, it is my selfish desire to satisfy my
self-perceived grandeur. However, deep inside my heart, |
know that this human creation of gods does not resolve my
own spiritual problems of existence. By worshiping
ourselves through idols (which are not limited to statues by
the way and may include money, fame, etc. in the modern
world), we have departed further and further away from our
Creator. Indeed, we all have sinned against the one true
God (and are separated from His Perfect Love) by trying to
recreate Him in our own images. But God is Love that is all
encompassing. God has provided us a solution that is
congruent with His Own Justice. ~ The price of sin is spiritual
death in eternal darkness.  To be reunited with God, the
price of death must be paid. We are not worthy of
redeeming ourselves; our good actions and deeds cannot
pay this debt of death, since our good deeds only seek to
glorify our own efforts.  Only God Himself can pay this debt
on our behalf, congruent to His Own Justice.  (We see that
God should not save anyone on earth who does not believe
in Him, even though God in His Infinite Mercy desires that all
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men be saved.  Granting salvation to all would violate His
Own Perfect Justice.) What do you know? God planted
prophesy of salvation through grace in the chosen Israelites
thousands of years ago leading to His Incarnation as Jesus
Christ during the Roman Empire.  Jesus is the perfect
sacrificial lamb that has been slaughtered on the high altar to
pay for our debt so that we may be reconciled with God.  To
God, this amazing divine sacrifice is timeless.  If a man
would confess his own sins and accept Jesus as his
personal savior, Jesus Christ would pay the debt by dying on
the cross.  Through Christ's resurrection, we are made
anew as a spiritually different creature because our sins
have been nailed to the cross with Christ.  As a new
creature, we are reunited with God and have the promise of
eternity in God’s Light. ~ Additionally, with Christ as the
Bridge to God, the Holy Spirit, the third person in the Holy
Trinity of God, is channeled into our life to transform us in our

/ have come before you all today to share
my personal testimony and story behind my decision
to accept today's baptism.

Born on April 8, 1992, | was baptized several
days later according to the Catholic tradition of infant
baptism. From then on, "church" played only a minor
part in my life. For the six years that | lived in Hawaii,
"church" was the daycare that my parents left me
during preschool. After preschool, we ceased to
attend church altogether.

When we moved to California, church turned
into "the party place". My family and | went to our
Chinese church during Easter, Summer time,
Christmas, and New Years. Those were good, fun
times, albeit for the wrong reasons. But | eagerly
looked forward to Friday night fellowship at Aunt Jing
Feng's house. My parents would sing hymns and
talk late into the night in Chinese, while my brother
and | watched television with three other kids who
were invariably there.

Everything changed when we moved to
Houston, however. As Sunday school was now on

limited lifespan in this world into that perfect being originally
intended by God.

During the flight from New Orleans to Chicago, | could
not cease to write on this contemplation.  From the
windows of the plane, the floating marshmallow-like clouds
danced in glorious light of the early afternoon.  Creation is
beautiful and magnificent. | see the hands of God at work
in the smallest details of nature.  Arriving in downtown
Chicago, | checked into a skyscraper hotel with a fantastic
view of Lake Michigan.  Opening my laptop to finish this
journal essay, | felt peace gazing at the blue waters of the
lake. Sometimes in life, things do come at you like trucks.
You feel like that you are constantly in danger, looking out for
the attacks and hits. | have long decided that | don’t want
to fight against the program anymore with my own efforts.

I'd rather leave that to my Programmer, my Creator, my God,
my Rock, and my Salvation.

W
4

Sunday afternoons, | started attending church
regularly; the youth group on Friday nights was an
actual fellowship rather than a weekly Cartoon
Network marathon. It was at Discovery Camp,
hosted by the Houston Chinese Church, that [ first
accepted Christ and a long road steeped with joy
and depression, happiness and sadness, and most
importantly the knowledge that | know the one true
God.

It was several months ago that | realized
that | needed to be baptized again in the true fashion
described in the Bible. Although | had always
thought that my infant baptism was enough, one
Sunday morning | heard the pastor say that only
those who had been willingly baptized were allowed
to partake of the Lord's Supper. | had been taking
part of the Lord's Supper for as long as |
remembered; even in California, | would drink the
grape juice and eat the unleavened bread without
hesitation. Now, though, | am ready to be baptized in
the name of the Holy Spirit under my own will in
order to proclaim my status as a Christian.
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My Spiritual Renewal

by Darcy Guo

Growing upina

Christian family, | was
very familiar with Jesus
when [ was very little.
However, | could have
cared less who he was
and what he did for
mankind at that time. As

| became older, | learned
from Sunday school that he was sent by God the Father to
die on the cross for us. Little did | know how much this single
fact would change my entire life.

Ever since my childhood, I have been going to church
frequently. In fact, | went so often that going to church felt
like a chore—becoming more and more loathsome, less and
less meaningful. Most of the time, the only reason | went to
church was because my parents forced me. Despite my
regular church attendance, my life felt empty—something
was missing. In addition to this emptiness, | also felt that |
was separated from God, straying far off of God’s path for
me. Trying to fill this emptiness inside, | look to fill my mind
with more secular items, which only made it worse. Nothing
could get rid of the gaping hole in my soul. Rapidly losing my
faith, | went to church less and less until | stopped
completely.

Last summer, | found out that our church received a
new English pastor. Having met him at tennis camp before,
the new pastor, Christoph Bajewski, seemed like a great

person. At that time, | had no idea that he would be the
instrument of God that led me to stand before you today,
delivering my testimony after baptism. | decided during the
summer that | would return to church to listen to Christoph
preach. | connected well with Christoph’s sermons well and
realized my past disobedience to God. Learning more and
more about Christ, | decided it was time for me to be
baptized. Ready to be saved, | planned to do exactly as
stated in Acts 22:16: “Now why delay? Get up and have
yourself baptized and your sins washed away, calling upon
his name.”

Now that | have entrusted my life to Christ, | can shout
to the world that “I am not ashamed to be a part of God’s
family.” With God watching over me, my faith matures every
single day. Although living a true Christian life may not be an
easy path, | know that God will bless and guide those who
are willing to make great sacrifices for Him. With today’s
baptism, | now know that Jesus lives inside me, shielding me
from sin with the “armor of God,” as stated in Philippians
4:13: “l can do everything through Him who gives me
strength.”  To those of you who are still considering baptism:
"repent and be baptized every one of you... and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit," (Acts 2:38) as | have done
today.

In conclusion, | would like to give my personal thanks
to pastor Christoph, my parents, and all those who have
supported me in my spiritual conversion. Finally | have been
given a new life to fulfill my only purpose in life—to glorify
God and show His love to the world.
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The Most Important Favor Of My Life

I was born

in Henan
Provence,
China, and |
have been in
America for one
year now.

Both of my
parents served
in the Chinese
army as college
professors, which means that they have been Communist
Party members for more than 20 years. Born in a family like
this, | feel extraordinarily blessed that | could still become a
Christian at the age of twenty-one.  Thanks to God!
Today’s baptism is the best birthday present in my life.

The first Christian | met was my deskmate when | was
in eighth grade. | was very surprised when he told me that he
was a Christian, so | began to ask all sorts of questions.
From him | learned a few basic ideas about the Bible, though
he was not able to explain all those big, difficult questions
that | asked deliberately. It was six years later when | met
another Christian. She was a middle-aged woman who sat
next to me on my flight to America. She came originally from
Mainland China, and was on a business trip to New Orleans.
She turned out to be a nice, caring person. When she gave
me a two-hour long speech on Jesus, | listened very
attentively.  She spoke about a lot of things that | had never
heard before, such as the creation of the world and
the salvation plan of God, both of which touched my heart
dearly. But to be honest, | was not ready to believe

By Yasong Wang

completely everything she said because of my educational
and cultural background. However, my heart opened and
has been yearning for God ever since.

As soon as | settled in New Orleans, | began to go to
church on Sundays and UNO Bible study on Fridays with my
uncle's family. By the way, my uncle is Wang
Zhenjun. During the next couple of months, the words of
God have quenched the thirst in my heart like waters from an
eternal spring, through Sunday worship at the church and
fellowship with other Christians. My trust in our Lord grew
rapidly like a fresh sprout, until one day the question of "why |
need Jesus" became a solid answer of "why not". So on the
evening of February 16, upon returning from Bible study, |
shut the door of my room and bowed down on my knees, and
prayed that | wished to accept Jesus as my personal savior.

Not long after this, in February, there was a baptism
ceremony at the church. At that time | hardly knew anything
about the importance of baptism, thinking that everything
would be fine as long as | would believe in Jesus. | decided
that I did not have to be baptized. But God
couldn't abandon His children in the desert, and He kept
calling me. So on our way to the church on that baptism day,
| couldn't help whispering to Lucy, my cousin, "do you think |
should be baptized?” Surprising she replied, "Have
you already accepted Jesus? If so, you should be baptized."
But | was still hesitating. Only a few days after, things began
to run out of my control. The next thing | knew was that
everyone in the church suddenly found out that | was going to
be baptized. This is ridiculous since | had not decided to be
baptized, but there was this news circulating about my
planned baptism. How did everybody hear about this? The
answer is obvious—someone must have been telling others. |
have never confronted anyone about, but today | like to ask:
Was it you, Lucy, who did this?  If so, | would like to thank



you dearly. You have done to me the greatest favor of my life.

| could not have asked for a better cousin in this world.

Later Mrs. Liu told me the significance of baptism. |
learned that being baptized is the command of our Lord. So |
strengthened my mind to be baptized. Since then God's
amazing power began to appear in every part of my life. For
example, in the past | would become nervous very easily so
that | was unable to sleep well at night. During the past few
months, things have changed so much that my friend began
to notice a change in my sleeping pattern. He was my
roommate. Recently, he went back to China on a plane that
took off at 6 O’clock in the morning. The night before he left |
told him that "in case I don't wake up tomorrow when you
leave, | want to say goodbye to you now.” To my surprise he

answered: "Sure, you do that. | know you well enough. And
you sleep like a dead pig at night." God has given me to
ability to relax and sleep well!

In my path to be baptized and become a true Christian,
my uncle, aunt and cousin Lucy have played the most
important role. This fulfills the scripture saying, "If
one member is saved, the whole family would be
saved." The Bible also says, "the kingdom of the God is
near!” So those of you who have recently accepted Jesus,
please get yourself baptized as soon as possible! Do not wait
for your cousin to do you a favor!

Jesus Will Always Be with Me

By Lesle Sito Guan

My name is Leslie Sito

Guan. | am here today to be baptized.
| dedicate this day to God. Now | am
willing to lay down my life for God as
he did for me with His amazing grace.
Baptism means everything to me
because it means that | can be reborn

again through the forgiveness of sin by
Jesus’ sacrifice for me.

Before | accepted Jesus as my
personal savior and made the decision
to be baptized, | doubted whether |
was truly saved or if Jesus would ever
live in my heart. Many times, instead
of reading my Bible every night, |
chose to watch television. ~ Sinning
was an easy way to satisfy my desires,
but it made me lose my faith in Jesus.
But as | place myself before Jesus, |

learn that everything | do will affect me.
| can choose my actions but | will be
responsible for the consequences.
Thanks to Jesus, all the sins | have
done in the past mean nothing to me
anymore—Jesus has forgiven all my
sins.

However, | may still walk in the
valley of darkness in this world. But
now | am a strong Christian who
realizes that God is light. | am so
blessed that God called me here today

to be baptized. | took the two crucial
steps to success in life—become a
Christian and be baptized. We are
all blessed to be able to gather here
today in our Father’s house to worship
and hear the words of God. My old
life is now behind me, and today |
begin my new life in Jesus. No
matter what | do, wherever | am,
Jesus will always be in my heart.



