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I grew up in the home
a Southern Baptist pastor.
My parents taught me from
as early as I can remember
that I needed to seek Jesus
for forgiveness. When I was
very young, rather than
lead to repentance, this led
to a Pharisaical attitude
toward my peers.

I thought since I knew
about God and the other
kids didn't, that meant I
was better than them. One
day in 2nd grade (Fall
1993) I joined in a
playground chant that
included a "naughty" word,
which I repeated along with
my friends. Afterwards I
was laden with the heavy
burden that I was just like
all those other kids I looked
down on. I was no better; I
was worse because I had
done one of the very things

' Testimony

I Paul Eastwood |

I looked down on them for
(Romans 2:1). Because of
my parents' teaching, I
knew Christ offered
forgiveness, and I prayed
immediately, begging for
that forgiveness and
committing my life to him.
My dad baptized me a few
months later at the age of
7.

In 2015, my wife and
went on a short-term
mission trip to Chongging,
China. There, we came face
to face with a city of over
10 million with very little
access to the gospel. For
about a year preceding that
trip, I had found my work
as a web developer less
and less fulfilling. Although
I worked for a company
that paid well enough and
was a good fit for my
abilities and family
situation, more and more I
had a desire to devote my
time to something of
eternal value. At the time I
didn't know what it would
be, but I just knew my

whole life couldn't be spent
producing websites.

After that short-term
trip, I had as strong sense
that the future God was
calling us to was life as
missionaries in China. Over
the next year God
confirmed he was calling us
to move to China to study
Mandarin and share the
Gospel with the people
there. God provided
everything from visas to the
money we needed to live
there. We moved to
Chonggqing, China in May of
2016 and spent a year and
a half there.

After returning to New
Orleans, now that we knew
some of the language and
had exposure to the
culture, we sought out
Chinese people in New
Orleans to spend time with
and minister to. We are
honored to be a part of
making His name known on
earth.
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