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2017 Taiwan Mission Testimony

This mission trip
has taught me a lot
and exceeded my
expectations. There
were two events
that impacted me
the most. The first
one was being on the core prison ministry

team and playing the keyboard. This trip was
important to me because it was my first time
visiting the prison and meeting prisoners. I
was able to experience God's love through
spending hours rehearsing together with
other brothers and sisters, meditating to the
lyrics, observing the reactions of the
prisoners, listening to testimonies, and seeing
how all the work we put in came together.
Most of all, it was the heart and sacrifice of
the brothers and sisters of the team that
touched me the most. We all served with
such joyful hearts, bringing the gospel to
others. As our mission and goal was to
preach the love of God to those who may
never have heard of him, I myself was
touched as I saw and felt the love of God
through this experience.

The second event was working alongside

by Catherine Ng

the youth throughout the trip. Even though I
went to Taiwan to serve, I felt that I received
a lot more as a result. I enjoyed my time in
VBS interacting with the kids and received
lots of love. It was a good reminder to me
why it is so important to instill the knowledge
of God and His sacrifice to children at a
young age as they are continually being
shaped by their experiences throughout their
lives. Cleaning up the schools everyday was
the most challenging part physically but the
camaraderie and energy of the youth gave
me motivation and reminded me how to
serve joyfully as Jesus has served us.

Almost everyday, both the English and
Taiwanese youths have their own Bible Study
or worship time. I again was touched and
reminded that our God is a global God and
fellowship is really important to the spiritual
growth of every follower of Christ. So I'd like
to thank those who have faithfully worked
behind the scenes putting the mission trip
together through hard work and love as well
as the church for giving us scholarship & the
opportunity to go and be blessed as we bless
others.

5]



People always look
forward to travel,
especially to a trip with
special significance,
worthy of inspirational
longing. I was looking forward to this mission
trip because it would be my first far away
journey from home to a place I had never
been before. But the trip did not start out
easy. When I arrived at the airport to board
the flight to Taiwan, I found out that there
was something wrong with my ticket which
prevented me from boarding the plane. I
desperately asked the airline agent to correct
my ticket and change my flight, but it was to
no avail. Upon return to home, I asked an
auntie at the church (NOCBC) to help resolve
my ticket problem. She called the airline but
could not solve on the problem on the phone
either, so we went straight to the airport. We
found an agent willing to help me to change
the ticket. Again, after multiple calls, it
seemed like there was no hope, but thank
God that he did not give up. He found a
ticket manager who was able to solve the
issue and book me on a flight the next day. I
felt that God was willing to correct the
mistake I made on the purchase of the ticket
and allow me to participate in this wonderful
mission.

I arrived to Taiwan very late, but our
church auntie and uncle stationed there were
willing to pick me up from the Taiwan airport
and escort me to the train station for a train
bound for Hualien. I was very touched and

2017 Taiwan Yhission

@By Yayan Lin / (English translation by David H Lee)

finally felt happy. It was encouraging to know
that in faith, despite low and discouraging
sentiments, there would always be guidance
to the right path no matter what could
happen to you. During this mission I had the
opportunity to go the local prisons with the
mission team. I felt the strong team spirit in
our group. On the first day, everyone had to
go to the rehearsal to practice music which
lasted until the late evening. I was not
familiar with many of the songs—some of
which I had never heard of. When we got to
the first prison, we started singing, praising
and evangelizing. We sung for more than an
hour, and I found that some of prisoners
started to follow us in singing. I felt that God
used our songs to tell the prisoners they
would still have hope despite their impossible
situation. We went to three more prisons
over the next few days to proclaim the
Gospel.

During the mission, due to the fact that
we all came from different places (different
cities of the US, Hualien, and Kaohsiung) we
started working together first as new friends
until we became old acquaintances at the
end. Everyday our schedule was full but
everyone completed his/her own assigned
duties. I felt that God really wanted us to
spread the Gospel to every corner of the
earth. During our last week in the city of
Ruisui, many team members became sick with
the cold, some with high fever. They had to
rest, so it effectively decreased the number of
people who could work in the mission field.
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Despite their sickness, some insisted to
continue teaching at the school. Even the
school children noticed that their teachers
were tired and sick-looking, and
recommended the teachers and helpers to
rest. Over the next few days, most team
members recovered and resumed their
assigned duties. We thanked God for his
blessings, allowing us to recover our strength
and mind in order to face new challenges.

Two-week period is not short or long, but
through it I have learned from others to
always have faith for the future. During this
mission I saw God’s work shining in everyone.
It allowed me to know Him better and
understand how mighty He truly is. I know
that, though we reside in different places, we
will always have the same faith in our Lord.
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2017 Taiwan Mission

& \Wenxin Zhou

This is my fourth time being a part of
the Taiwan Short-Term Mission trip. Faith,
Hope and Love (FHL) Academy is our second
location this year. It is also the place where
the team first started serving in Taiwan
several years ago. The academy is a boys’
home, and the boys ages from 12 to 18. The
boys may not be what we are used to in the
U.S. They are not so well-behaved or
cooperative, but that did not stop God from
loving them. They may act tough and mean,
but that’s because of the environment in
which they grew up. Some of them come
from a broken family. Most of them don't
have the loving support we get at our home.
They have to act tough, not because they
want to, but because they have to. They can't
show their kid’s side because they have been
forced to grow up almost instantaneously.
Therefore, the boys there in the academy
usually shield themselves and refuse to open
themselves up to others. They withhold their
emotions, knowing that the more they show,
the more likely they will be hurt.

It took four years to get some of them to
open up to me. The boys all appreciate what
we do for them and actually all look forward
to that one week of the year when we come
back, even though they might not show it.
They all love us and are thankful for
everything we are doing for them. They are
always excited to see old faces because to
them, that's a sign of caring and trust.
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Through and because of God, we have
become good friends, and the relationship is
still solidifying. God has used His amazing
power to unite and connect us. I am thankful
to the Lord for all the connection and
friendship I received there. And I am also

thankful to God for softening and opening
their hearts.

Something special happened to me at the
academy this year. The Lord called me and
spoke to me that it was time to publically
proclaim my faith in Jesus Christ and testify
His love for me. On Sunday, July 23, 2017, 1
was baptized during worship at the FHL. I was
born again in Christ Jesus. I am thankful that
Jesus died on the cross for me, though I am a
sinner. I am thankful for His never-ending
embrace whenever I mess up. I am thankful
for the change of heart in me. I am thankful
to God for this amazing opportunity to serve.
The list of thanksgiving could go on forever.
Our God is a living God. He cares for us and
listens to our prayers. Let us always abide in
Him.
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This was my third
year joining the mission
to Taiwan with NOCBC.
After so much
experience, I thought I
could not possibly learn anymore than I did
already from the past two years. But of
course, I was wrong. During this mission, I
felt humbler and closer to God.

I got really sick in the middle of the
second week of mission this year. I felt
depressed that my body was so weak and
powerless against diseases. All I wanted was
to do my part teaching the children and know
them better. Fortunately, this suffering
experience only brought me closer to God
because I learned to trust Him more and let
Him heal me. When I was finally well enough
to go back and teach on the last two days, my

2017 Taiwan Mission Testimony

By Victoria Chan

class greeted me with excitement because
they missed me. Even though I had only met
them for one day before I became sick, they
still missed me. Some of my students would
message me online to see if I was feeling
better throughout the week. I learned that it
is important to build relationships with people
who do know Jesus. Because I became
familiar with my students, I was able to talk
to them about such as God, faith, and beliefs
because they saw God's love in me. I loved
them because God loved me first. Sometimes,
actions speak louder than words.

I am thankful to have been able to attend
these missions the past three years. Through
them I have learned to grow spiritually in
faith, and become a humbler and kinder
person.
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Taiwan Scholarship Testimony

& Edward An

- Jam now
" Y a sophomore at
: { = Haynes
" ——— Academy. I grew
up in a church
but never truly
understood God's love. I was a basic
person who called themselves a
“christian” because they went to church
every Sunday. I lived a typical american
born asian life. It all started to change
when my current youth pastor came to
my church 2 years ago.

I first came to Christ one year ago
when I went to a mission trip in Houston
that my youth pastor invited me to go. It
was my first time seeing so many people
work with such amazing and willing
hearts. it amazed me because they all
did for someone who died over 2,000
years ago. Another thing I witnessed at
the Houston mission was a demon
attack. Nothing so real had happened in
my life and I could not deny a
Good after that. I was ready and
prepared to go to school to live as a
living testimony for Jesus Christ and a
new person. But I really wasn't. I caught
myself getting distracted with sports,
keeping my grades up and not reading
the word. I never had daily devotional
time with the Lord.

This past June I went to a camp with
my youth group. I didn't want to go, but
I was kinda forced to go. I saw the same

thing I saw in Houston. The people were
loving Jesus and hyped. Another thing
was my youth group all got closer and
just opened up our hearts to each other.
Camp made me just look at God for who
he was and what I missed out during the
school year.

So coming to Taiwan with a heart to
serve and be open to everything put
something special in my heart. I learned
three things from three groups of
people: Good News Church(Kaohsiung
boys), my team youth members, and all
the adult leaders that worked extremely
hard to get this trip to work.

The Good News Church showed me
something my youth pastor told me: "We
live with our world around our faith.
Some people live with their faith around
their world." I saw this depiction with my
own eyes in them. The Good News
Church were such loving people and
worked from their hearts. I can't thank
them enough for being so extraordinary
and loving.

My teammates showed me and set
an amazing example on how to serve
others even if other people weren't doing
their share of work or if others were
mean. Even when they were frustrated,
the still got the work done. They came
back up from their falls and stood up
taller. We had our ups and downs, but
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they kept going. I thank them with so
much love from my heart.

The adult leaders at the mission trip
showed me how to beyond grateful and
thankful. I don't know if I am a thankful
person, but this mission trip just gave
me a new perspective on how you can't
be grateful enough. The work they put in
is something I can't thank them enough
from the bottom of my heart.

I was also baptized on this mission
trip. Getting baptized was on my heart
before going, and I was thinking about
getting baptized the day before we left,
but time was too short. Just seeing how
real the Lord’s presence was around us
and the love of everyone was more than
enough for me to decided to get
baptized. On the last week at Rui Sui, I
went to worship with the Good News
Church guys every night. Just singing
together, even with a language barrier
just reminds me so well that we all serve
under the same God and God is loving to
all no matter what language you speak,
where you come from, what you've
done, what you wear, what you can do
or not do. Just worshiping and the lyrics,
"I decided to follow Jesus, no turning
back, no turning back" hit me hard
because of my recent baptism.

Thank you everyone and everything
you have done for each other and me.
This mission trip was an experience that
I can never forget. I am glad I got to
grow spiritually and have the opportunity
to go. It will be deep in my heart. Even
though the mission trip ends, the mission
doesn't, and I will do everything I can so
the mission in me lives.
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