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Old City New City, Cartagena de Indias
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On the coast of Cartagena de Indias in
South America lie two cities, the old city in the
north and the new city in the south.
Approximately 500 years ago the Spanish Empire

established a new colony here. To protect against
the attacks of other nations and pirates, the new

colony was encircled by the most advanced city
wall design of the time. After 400 years of
continual refinement from European architectural
trends, though with highs and lows, the city has
transformed from a solid port city into a nostalgic
tourist charm and magnet. In contrast, the
southern sandy archipelago has not changed in
centuries until the past 10 years, as result of the
economic boom post Columbian civil war. Just
like the unbelievable change in the Pudong district
of Shanghai, the south coast of Cartagena has
cloned South Beach of Miami and turned itself
into a sunshine resort paradise.

Originally, the old city was an economic
push-hand in the age of New World discovery for
the old stagnant European market. Currently, the
new city is a novel economic footstep of the past
10 years to take advantage of modern leisure
trends in order to modernize old culture. In
reality, whether it is the old city or the new city,
the apparent view is the contrast between the new
and the old; yet both have been powered by the
same economic driving motive.

The Bible says: “If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold all things are become new. (2 Corinthians
5:17)” The transformation of man by the salvation
of God is not external cosmetic surgery, but rather
a spiritual regeneration of the heart. “Old city,
new city” is only a fashion mode in time, an
outward exposition; by contrast, the new creature
is indeed newly created, an inward
transformation. An old city cannot turn back into a
new city—old is old; a new city will eventually
decay into an old city—new will age old. However,
God'’s elected people will forever “put on the new
man, which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness (Ephesians 4:24).”
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