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Zhangjiajie (585¢47), Hunan, China

Ithe beginning God created the heaven
and the earth. - gJ{EC Genesis 1:1

Why did God create the universe and
mankind? A seeker asked this question once. |
simply answered that it was God’s will, not up to us
to know.

My recent trip to Zhangjiajie (585 /i) gave
me a deeper understanding of the true answer to this
question. Located in the western part of Hunan
province in central China, this vast area of natural
wonders was once unknown to most people due to
its rugged terrain and inaccessibility, not to mention
the presence of numerous lawless bandits. The rapid
economic development in China has led to the
rediscovery of this amazing area—declared by
UNESCO as a geological park due to its pristine
natural conditions. Scientists observe that the area is
constantly changing (though very slowly) with the
formation of new peaks and pillars by continual
weather erosions and seismic activities. Our God is a
living God, and His creation is a living creation. God

16

@ By David Lee

created the heaven and the earth, and continues to
guide its growth and development with His laws.

After return to the US, | had a chance to
collaborate with a composer on writing a new hymn
for a wedding dedication. For a few days, with divine
inspirations, we were absorbed in the creation of
something entirely new. My heart was filled with
love and joy during this creative process. My only
goal was to make this the best it could be. | wanted it
to reflect the love Christ has for us and to express the
blessings that God would grant for this union. During
this process, | suddenly | realized why God created
the universe and mankind. The answer lies within us.
Each one of us is a precious and unique creation of
God, serving a purpose just like the title of a hymn.
We were created in the image of God, thus having
that same creative energy of God in us. Our life is
filled with that creative process, whether we
construct a house, cook a meal, brush a painting,
research in a lab, or write a song. The key driver of
this is the love from God. When we create, we
dedicate our entire soul to make something
beautiful—the fruit of our love. We enjoy this
creative process and are proud of what we have
created. We are willing to stand by, defend and
protect the fruit of our creation because it is a
reflection of what we are as human beings.

Why did God create the universe?
It is because of His great love.
Why did God create mankind?
It is because He loves each one of us.
Why did God allow mankind to fall?
It is because His all-encompassing love allows
mankind to create and choose freely
Why did God send Jesus?
It is because “God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).



