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Calgary & the Canadian Rocky National Parks, Canada
June 11-23, 2013

And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month,

on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of

the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened.

And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

ﬁlis was my third trip to the Canadian
Rockies. I had fallen in love with this vast system
of majestic national parks in Canada. Five
national parks are located within the Canadian
Rockies, four of which interlock and make up the
Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks World Heritage
site. These four parks are Banft, Jasper, Kootenay
and Yoho. The fifth park is Waterton Lake, which
does not interlock with the others but lies farther
south and joins the Glacier National Park in the
US to form the Waterton-Glacier International
Peace Park. I had not been to Jasper or Waterton
Lake in my previous two trips. This would be a
chance to visit these two magnificent parks and
revisit my favorite areas in the other three. The
American Glacier National Park would be
separate hiking trip in the future.

I started the
journey by driving
180 kilometers from
Calgary to Waterton
Lake. The
predominant vista
during the trip was
rural prairies south of
Calgary. Then all
of sudden the
mountains came into
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view after 2 2 hours of driving. At the junction
where the mountains, prairies and lakes meet
emerged the Prince of Wales Hotel, which has the
distinction of being the sole establishment among
Canada's grand railway hotels to have been built
by an American railway company. I had booked
an upper room facing the lake in the hotel. The
room was tiny and old-fashioned in this grand
historic mountain lodge made of large timbers.
Most of time you could hear the whistles of the
wind gusts echoing in the room—this was a part
of the adventure. Besides hiking in the area, I
took a cruise down to the southern end of the lake



in Montana, passing the international border
between Canada and the US.

Prince of Wales Hotel, Waterton Lake

After two days in Waterton Lake, I spent a
day driving 7 hours north to Yoho National Park
crossing several imposing mountain passes. |
rested there in a park lodge for 2 more days
exploring the area. Then it was north to Jasper
along the Icefield Parkway, famous for the parade
of glaciers. The drive was spectacular with
awesome sceneries and a chance to walk on the
Athabasca Glacier of the Columbia Icefield.
Though the glacier has receded in recent years due
to global warming trends, it was still impressive to
experience it face to face. Jasper is a vast park
unlike any other. Everything here is on the grand
scale. You could disappear into a trail and
encounter no other soul. It is famous for the
fantastical 360 degree vista on the Maligne Lake,
so remote that it requires a 45-minute boat ride to
reach the pristine landscape. I was blessed to have
good weather that day, catching the whimsical
play of white clouds reflecting on the aqua lake
against the jagged mountain backdrop. This is
certainly one of the truly most memorable natural
sites that [ have ever witnessed in my travels.
After two days in Jasper, I drove on Monday to
Lake Louise in the Banff National Park to spend
quiet and relaxing time in a mountain lodge that I
had stayed in previous trips. With the glorious
nature in the background, I had time to play guqin,
read the Bible and have quiet conversation with
God the Creator.

Maligne Lake, Jasper

Light rain started Wednesday morning in
the Banff National Park. I spent most of the day
inside the lodge practicing guqin and reading. The
rain continued all night long. I woke up Thursday
morning with an unusual restlessness in my mind.
I had been feeling completely relaxed and
peaceful so far in the trip. Perhaps it was the low
pressure associated with the rain or just the fact
that it would be my last day in the mountains.
After breakfast, I drove to the town of Banff for
the hot mineral springs as it would be difficult to
hike in the rain. TransCanada Highway 1 was
curiously empty during the one-hour drive. I
reached the exit ramp for the town of Banff and
was surprised to note that the police had blocked
off both directions of the highway there. There
was a long line of trucks and trailers ahead of me.
I thought there might have been a major traffic
accident and promptly exited to the town since it
was the only option through the barricades. 1
parked by the main street in Banff and went into a
hiking gears shop. Talking to the store clerk, I
found out there had been several mudslides on the
highway overnight and the town of Canmore
south of Banff was flooded. Emergency personnel
were called at night, and the highway was blocked
for both directions from Banff. Realizing what |
saw on the highway was actually an unfolding
disaster, I went immediately to the tourist
information center across the street. The place
was filled with anxious faces from around the
world. We all learned that the rain overnight had
led to a large mudslide on Highway 1 a few
kilometers north of Banff and major flooding to
the South in Canmore. Highway 1 would be



closed for both directions for at least 24 hours.
All travelers were advised to seek lodging in
Banff for at least 1-2 days as there was no other
way getting out of the town. I spent the next 2
hours strolling mindlessly around town to wait for
the 1 pm news at the tourist center. The updated
information confirmed the seriousness of the
situation. Having gone through a few hurricanes
in New Orleans, my instinct told me to drive right
directly to a Banff lodge where I stayed last year.
I was able to find vacancy at the place. I walked
into the hotel room and turned on the television to
watch the news to see what had transpired
overnight.

TransCanada Highway 1 Closures in
Banff National Park

Apparently, a low pressure system was
stranded in the Rocky Mountain foothills between
Banff and Calgary. A record amount of rain fell
within few hours. The normally dry soil of the
mountain valleys could not absorb the rainfall.
Streams and creeks were inundated with rainwater
and runoffs sending muddy torrents down the
major rivers such the Bow River that traverses
downtown Calgary. Using the interactive Alberta
transportation map on the internet, I found out the
only way to Calgary was through Highway 1 west
of Lake Louise to Golden then make a long detour
north or south around the park perimeters, if only
the northbound lane from Banff would open soon.
I called the airlines to cancel my Friday morning
flight and car rental company to inform about my
situation. I could only pray to God for direction
and peace in my troubled heart. I also prayed for
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the victims of the flood down the valley. There
was nothing I could do to change anything at the
moment, so I went to the Banff Hot Springs to
relax in the mineral waters.

Flooding on Highway 1 in Canmore

Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people
have shown hospitality to angels without
knowing it. (Hebrews 13:2)

Next day, the northbound lane reopened,
and at 8 am I headed back impatiently to Lake
Louise. There were two girls hitchhiking by the
entrance to the highway. Knowing that they were
stranded like everyone else, I decided to give them
aride to Lake Louise. They were east coast
Canadians trying to go to Calgary for a wedding
on Saturday. Severe flooding in Canmore had
sealed off the straight south route to Calgary.
North of Lake Louise, mudslides and bridge
instabilities closed highway 93 towards Jasper,
which could connect roads east of the parks to
Calgary. Their plan was to go to Golden, make a
long 11-hour detour westward on highway 1 to
Kamloops in British Columbia and then proceed
northeast by highway 5 to Jasper. My plan was to
stay overnight in Lake Louise then make a
southern escape path from Golden. I dropped
them off at the tourist service area in Lake Louise
and headed to the hotel. Back at the lodge, I
learned that the flood situation in southern Alberta
was getting worse, forcing evacuation of several
major towns. Downtown Calgary was also in



danger as the Bow River continued to surge and
swell. Irealized that my detour plan to the south
might not work—a detour around the north side of
the parks was the most safe and predictable way to
assure my return to Calgary by Saturday night in
order to fly back to New Orleans on Sunday. |
checked out of the lodge in Lake Louise right
before noon and headed west for Golden. From
there I drove 800 kilometers to Jasper passing
through Glacier National Park (of Canada), Mt.
Revelstoke National Park, and beautiful lakes
around Kamloops in British Columbia. Thanks to
God, the drive was very smooth under white
clouds and blue sky. The stunning and
breathtaking mountain and lake sceneries kept me
interested and prevented any fatigue from driving.
I arrived to Jasper at 10:30 pm just as sun was
setting in this high-latitude region. Thankfully
there was vacancy at the lodge I stayed a few days
ago. The lodge receptionist told me there was a
multicar accident closing highway 16 from Jasper
to Edmonton for almost 12 hours. The highway
would not be opened until after 3 am. I was a bit
concerned because in the frenzy of escape from
disaster, people would often become unfocused
and inattentive leading to simple mishaps that
otherwise would not have occurred. I checked
into my room and retired to recover from the
stressful day escaping from the disaster.

Sunset in a Jasper Lake
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I woke up early in the morning to take the
7 to 8 hour drive to Calgary via Edmonton. Only
when I got to Calgary did I start to feel a sense of
true relief in my heart. I had spent the last two
days escaping from the being trapped in this
unprecedented disaster. While in Calgary, I found
out that Downtown Calgary was completely
inundated by the Bow River. About 75,000 people
evacuated from the area. Aerial pictures showed
flooding of landmarks such as the Saddledome. It
was unimaginable that such a metropolis could be
flooded so suddenly. The Saddledome picture
reminded me of the Superdome in New Orleans
during Katrina—a memento that unexpected fury
of nature could bring havocs anywhere on earth,
no matter how “civilized” were the city.

Flooding in Downtown Calgary




At the beginning of my trip, this canvas of
mountains, lakes, rivers and valleys painted a
vision of paradise on earth for me. In one fell
swoop by the sudden fury of nature, heaven on
earth was transformed into a tourist hell where
travelers could have been trapped for an indefinite
amount of time. It reminded me of the fall of Man
from the Garden of Eden. It only took one sinful
act of disobedience to God to seal off paradise and
bring fury to nature. After the Fall, nature would
no longer be peaceful to mankind. Hurricanes,
flash flooding, tornados, or earthquakes could
easily and quickly bring any city to its knees.
Likewise, our lives are filled with vicissitudes of
hope and despair. Our attempt to control events
around us only gives a false sense of security. No
one has control of anything in this world; only
God the Creator has this sovereign power.

On the way from Banff to Lake Louise, the
two hitchhikers told me that they met a well-
dressed man in suit from Canmore the night
before. His three-million dollar mansion was in
the flood path. He was trapped in Banff without a
hotel reservation and had to stay in a youth hostel
along with backpackers. One day he was at the
zenith of his proud personal achievements; the
next day, without warning, he was brought down
to his knees in despair. I could only sympathize
with him and pray for the victims of the 2013
Alberta flooding. 1 knew that my situation in
Banff was uncertain and potentially disastrous, but
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I trusted in God’s promised deliverance. Personal
plus intercessional prayers from family and church
members gave me strength, knowing that God
would be my rock and shelter in the times of
storm. God gave me the wisdom to make the right
decision at the right time. At some points in our
lives, we will all walk through the valley of
shadow of death. Our faith in God assures us that
we will have no fear. God walks with us. His rod
and staff guide and comfort us in our most
troubled moments. He prepares a table of
celebrative feast ahead, and His goodness and
mercy shall be with us all the days of our lives.

Sunrise in a Jasper lake

Special thanks to those who prayed for me during
this detour escape.
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