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Knowledge plus Hear't

By Stefan Fritz

I had considered myself a ‘Christian’ since
about the 10" grade because my religion teacher
was a very devout Catholic. He had always made
me wonder about this whole God deal, but growing
up in a Catholic school and seeing how other
Catholics were just didn’t sit well in my mind. My
brother was in seminary at the time and | always
asked him about stuff, particularly how to argue
protestant beliefs vs. Catholic doctrine. It got me
into trouble more than a handful of time in high
school. Senior year of high school | started coming
to NOCBC because my brother had recently become
English pastor. | learned much in terms of
knowledge, but a certain relational aspect was
always missing. | never knew how to have faith with
my head, and my belief was only that, my thinking |
believe, but not truly knowing what that meant.

After the situation with my brother happened,
Justin started talking to all the guys in the English
congregation to see were we all stood, faith wise.
He met me at my house on a Wednesday, and after
a lengthy discussion he helped me realize | only had
faith with my head, but not my heart. So much so
to the point of not knowing whether | was Christian
or not. This made me very worried. | had no idea
what to do to remedy it. | frantically asked him ‘But
what steps do | have to do to be one?!?!” And he
kept saying ‘just believe’ and it made no sense to
me at the time. Later that week, at Friday
fellowship the topic of discussion was the fruits of
the spirit, peace specifically. And one question that

stuck out to me
was ‘Have you

ever felt at
peace?’” And |
couldn’t answer.
So at the end of
the discussion
about peace, Kim asked for prayer requests and |
asked that God open my heart. At around midnight
at my house, Jonathan and Kevin were dancing to
something, and | was watching them from my sofa.
The music for the song was very loud. For whatever
reason | put my head down and just calmed my
mind. Instantly, | broke into an uncontrollable cry,
sobbing louder than the music. They saw me
weeping and stopped dancing, and tried to comfort
me, for they thought something was wrong. This
was a sob of joy, not of sadness. At that moment |
knew exactly how much God loved me, despite for
filthy unbearable sinful nature, and all | could do
was cry out of appreciation. After about 2 hours of
crying and hyperventilating intensely, it finally
stopped. Since that event, I've better known God'’s
immeasurable love, his plan for my life. And it
wasn’t due to my knowledge of him; it was due to
the relational aspect of loving with my heart, not
only my head. | want to thank the entire English
congregation, you guys are my family, and | love you
guys more than | can ever show. Thanks for being
there for me, and helping me grow to ultimately
glorify God and spread his Word and Love to all
ends of the earth.



| Trust God

By PDouglas Yang

/'/ello. I’'m Douglas Yang, a sixteen year

old sophomore at Benjamin Franklin High School.
As you can see, | have made my decision to make
public my commitment to Christ.

| have, as far as | can remember, always

gone to church weekly with the rest of my family.
As such, | have been brought up with Christian
morals, ideology, and the like. With this upbringjin
| received a large body of stories and teachings fr
the bible. And yet, my spiritual life as a childsva
somewhat lacking. | spent, outside of church, hyardl
any time with God in prayer or with the bible. |
understood, as far as any Christian understands, wh
it meant to be Christian. | went through the mation
of being one,
but never truly put my heart into it.

In fact, outside of Church, the only way |
really interacted at all with religion was to think
about it. As anyone of my friends will tell you, |

have always had a rather intellectual bent. And so
it was the case that as | came from childhood into
my earliest teenage years that | treated Chriggiani
with intellectual tweezers. | thought about many of
the questions that have plagued Christians for
millennia and will probably continue to do so until
guestions such as, for example, predestination vs.
free will, or the uniqueness of Christianity versus
other religions.

| heard explanations for these questions,
and was somewhat satisfied with some explanations
and not with others. Indeed, | found myself
struggling to accept any kind of an answer for some
questions. For these, after all, had split thousand

W
:

One week, | attended a Sunday School class
about the incomprehensibility of God. This
lesson was more geared towards answering the
common question “If God is all-loving, why did he
allow such and such...”, but | thought about itfiro
time to time in the following weeks, and finally
came to a conclusion.

| realized that it was impossible for one such
as myself to answer these questions. Many people
have tried and failed; countless geniuses far great
than anyone | have ever met have devoted
their entire lives to the study of the Bible and
produced no more than the uncertainty we still live
with now. Indeed, according to Romaneh.* the
depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing
out! Who has known the mind of the Lord?
or who has been his counselor?’ (Romans
11:33-34) The only thing to do was to, like all of
Christianity before myself, put my trust in God.

Of course, my journey since then has not
been simple or easy. This personal epiphany did not
helped me read my bible or pray more often, nor did
| immediately strengthen my relationship with God.
But as time has gone by, | have been able to worry
less about the problems which | cannot solve. Ehav
not stopped reflecting on them entirely, for, atibr
one of the main goals of a Christian is to evangeli
and an answer for such questions is needed, byt the
have become less of an obstacle to God and more of

churches and confused countless generations before @ way to deepen my understanding of him.

my own.
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