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When we come to the end of ourselves, we are ready to enter God's rest.
@ 9F B J9E VAR - SRk A 0 FREEZE © No God, no Peace.  Know God, know Peace.
@ B EEAVEEE] o SRR R BB o Understanding God's big picture can turn irritations into inspirations.
@ B FAIINE > BB AYRES - Hope in God is the staircase out of despair.
@ R B AN HIAYEEEE - TnIEFRAYIESE © The peace of God is hanged on his Word, not my emotions.
@ HHEEBAE EWHVEERE - ERINLENEERRKRIF R -

Meditate on God's Word regularly. It 1s still waters and green pastures to your soul.
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By David Lee

a1e of the biggest problems in .

the postmodern world we live in is
that everyone desires instant
gratification. We want to see results
right now. We want to see the fruits
of our labor in a relatively short
period. Christians are not immune
from this societal trend. Perhaps
we serve silently in the church and
yet no one else seems to notice, as
if our labors have no effects in this
world. We may be serving in the
church nursery, caring for infants. All we hear are
baby cries and sometimes we wonder if all this
matters or we are just a regular baby sitter. Worst
of all, when obstacles and trials come our way, we
find ourselves in the darkest valley. We may
become discouraged, loosing our faith and worst
of all, denying our God. We forget the promise of

Psalm 23: “Even when | walk through
a dark valley, | fear no harm for you
are at my side; your rod and staff give
me courage.”

The Lord feeds his flock like a
shepherd. He gathers the lambs in his
arms (Isaiah 40:11). Fear not, little
flock, for the heavenly Father has
promised you the kingdom (Luke
12:32). Only believe, only believe! All
things are possible. However, we
must wait for God’s time, not our time.

The following testimony was told by Pastor Jim
Cymbala in the book, “Fresh Power.” In 1921, a
Swedish missionary couple, David and Svea Flood,
was called by God to bring the good news to the
heart of Africa —then Belgian Congo. They met
another missionary couple, the Ericksons, at the
central mission station. The Lord led them to take



the gospel to a remote village of idol worshipers,
an area infested with malaria and other tropical
diseases. They settled near the village of N’dolera,
but the local chief would not allow them to enter,
fearing that forest gods would be angered. The
only contact these two couples had was a young
boy, who was allowed to sell chickens and eggs to
them twice a week. They concentrated their efforts
in educating the young boy and succeeded in
leading the young boy to Christ.

However, the hardship of the jungle and
repeated infestation with malaria took a huge toll
on them. The Ericksons had enough and returned
to the central mission station, leaving the David
and Svea to continue the mission. Svea became
pregnant and gave birth to a baby girl—only to die
seventeen days later due to exhaustion and
malaria. Faced with this enormous crisis, David
became discouraged. He devoted his life to God
and all he could see was one boy saved at the cost
of suffering in the jungle, eventually losing his
wife. He rejected his calling and later denied
God. He gave the baby girl to the Ericksons and
returned to Sweden. Eight months later, the
Ericksons mysteriously died, and the baby girl was
adopted by American missionaries who later
returned to South Dakota.

The little girl grew up in the ministry and
married a young man named Dewey Hurst who
later became the president of a local Christian
college. She was always curious about her
Swedish birth parents and did not have any
information about what happened to them. One
day a Swedish magazine appeared in her
mailbox. As she turned the pages, she suddenly
saw a picture of a grave with a white cross written
with the words “Svea Flood.” She recognized her
mother’s name and immediately went to the
Christian college to ask a friend to translate the
Swedish text. The magazine article talked about the
first missionaries in N’dolera long ago. After the
white missionaries had all left, the young boy grew
up and built a school in the village using the
education he received from the missionaries. He
won all his students to Christ. Then children led
their parents to Christ—even the chief had become
a Christian. Today there were 600 Christians in that
village, all because of the sacrifice made by the
Flood family.

Later the Hursts went to Sweden to visit their
father, David Flood. They told him how the one boy
he and his wife led to Christ had brought salvation
to the entire village. David repented and returned to
Christ like a lost sheep. Few years later, while
attending a conference in London, the Hursts met
the superintendent of the national church of Zaire
(the former Belgian Congo) who spoke about the
110,000 baptized believers in the church. They
found out that the superintendent was the little boy
who brought food to David and Svea Flood. He was
the seed that was sown with tears by the Flood
family.

Those who sow in tears will reap with cries of
joy. Those who go forth weeping, carrying sacks of
seed, will return with cries of joy, carrying their
bundled sheaves (Psalm 126: 5-6). Jesus said that
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it
produces much fruit (John12:24). O Lord, forgive
our shortsightedness! Forgive our weakness in
times of trials! Have mercy on us for we have
denied you many times more than Peter! Yet your
precious blood shed on the cross has washed our
sins away. Your grace is far greater than the sins
that we ever confess in ourselves. All we need to
do is trust and obey!

God has a marvelous plan for
each of us. In his eyes, all plans
are precious. We are all parts of
the One Body of Christ, each
serving a critical
function. Cleaning and mopping

the floor of the church is just as

precious as preaching from the
pulpit. Seeds are sown many
LI ways in different soils and
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L

weathers according to God’s will.
God has promised that we will
one day reap with cries of

joy. We have heard the testimony that a small seed
of the Gospel planted in a small boy has led to the
salvation of an entire village of sinners. We must
turn our heart to trust God completely and obeys
his commands for his glory shall be revealed to his
humble servants one day.
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BY SHIRLEY

Dear XX,

Thanks for showing your care and concern. I'm doing

much better. And | consider myself as fully recovered. No, |
don't mind telling you. But it is a long story. | was going to share
my story with you in Boston. But | will share it with you here

instead. Bare with me, it will be long...

1* surgery

Approx. one and a half year ago, | was diagnosed w/
breast cancer. At first, | was very worried about who's going
to take care of my child if | were to leave this world. | told my
daughter the truth. She cried for 2 nights but she came to
realize that God will cure me. She is such a young child, she
actually encouraged me with Bible verses and prayed with
me every night. This is exactly why | told her. | want her to
experience God with me and grow in His words. | brought all
my worries to God in prayers. He really answered my prayers!
Every time | open the Bible after | prayed, he encouraged me
w/ His words such as:

=5 Psalms 23 &5 —
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The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me
beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil:

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life: and | will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

| don’'t know if you remember | posted the song on b
around the time called 555 23 &

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0A4nONFY79M

My first surgery was done on 11/23. ((Coincidence or
what, realized the number 23))

| came home after surgery for Thanksgiving to give
thanks to God.

More Bible verses relate to this:
FSrT4E % Mark 5:27-28, 5:34 —
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28 FUBAE WABMAKEE . ALEE.
34 HFEMBR . LR RERT IR, PR % .

PRIKI SRR T -

When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind,
and touched his garment.

For she said, If | may touch but his clothes, | shall be whole.
And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

HR A K 2 Jeremiah 29:11-13 —


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oA4n0NFY79M
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For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the
LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end.

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto
me, and | will hearken unto you.

And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for
me with all your heart.

And many more that | cannot finish in this letter...

2 surgery

My pathology report showed that my cancer cells had
spread to my lymph nodes. 3 of the 4 lymph nodes they
removed showed cancerous cells. | need to have another
surgery to remove all my lymph nodes on one side. But |
don’t know why | have this strong feeling from God that this
time they would not find any cancer cells, not even one. |
remember in a prayer with my mom, she was hoping for no
cancerous cells to be found in the second surgery and |
spoke out to her that there will not be a single cancer cell
because | have a very strong feeling about it. Praise the Lord,
on the 2 surgery, 14 lymph nodes were removed and they
did not find any cancerous cells!!! | came home after the
surgery for Christmas.

Chemotherapy

The next procedure | had to do was chemotherapy. |
had to receive 2 sets of drugs because | had 2 different types
of tumor. | start the first set of drug the week before Jessica
came to New Orleans for a conference. Only at the beginning,
| had a fever higher than 103 F. | was fine when Jessica
came. So, | took her for tours and brought her home for
dinner with my family those 2 days. | lost a bit of my hair in
the pictures that | posted on fb, but | think you can barely tell
from it. | lost all my hair the week after she left. The very next
thing | realized is that I'm not alone in doing chemotherapy.
Some patients were nervous the first time they did it. So, |
made bookmarks to share with other chemotherapy patients.
The bookmarks included the Bible verse that God
encouraged me during this process:

DLZE 0T Isaiah 40:31
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But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

31 surgery

While on chemotherapy, | found out that | had another
tumor in my soft palate (in my mouth, between the space of
my nose and the space of my mouth). It is an inch long and
Y2 inch in depths. | think this is scarier than the breast surgery
because the doctor told me that removing the tumor in my
mouth may cause me to speak unclearly in the future. | was
crying to God that I'm not a very talented person on any
specific area but the only talent | have and enjoy the most is
singing. This is worse than taking away my life. Every time
after | pray, | opened the Bible (the Bible is 2 inches in depth
with millions of verses, you say it is coincidence or what, but |
called it the work of God), the very words lay in front of me
says:

S Psalms 40 1=
3 fEE SRR ~ FhEEETRAT  HAYES -

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto
our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the
LORD.

PIF£h Isaiah 12:5
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Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is
known in all the earth.

55 Psams 30 &
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Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at
the remembrance of his holiness.

For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life:
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning.

And in my prosperity | said, | shall never be moved.

LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand
strong: thou didst hide thy face, and | was troubled.

| cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD | made
supplication.

What profit is there in my blood, when | go down to the pit?
Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou
my helper.

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast
put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be
silent. O LORD my God, | will give thanks unto thee for ever.

Then | felt very peaceful going into the surgery. Every
time before my surgeries, | would pray with my doctors and
the whole health team and there’s no exception for this time.
The very first words my surgeon told me after the surgery
was, “You can still sing.” Praise the Lord! My tumor was
benign. | told God that | will join the choirs once all my
treatments are completed. During this time, my hair started to
grow back.

Gospel camp

About 2 weeks after recovering from my oral surgery,
few churches gathered for a gospel camp. The day before
the camp, | saw this Bible verse:

DLZEnH Isaiah 43:1-2
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But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob,
and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not; for | have
redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art
mine.

When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

| felt that God is always protecting me. | really want to
share this verse w/my friend, however, the day was too busy
and | told my friend that | would show this Bible verse to him
when | have time. Coincidentally, the Pastor at the camp
spoke out this verse at the sermon. Wow...I felt that God is
really talking to me.

Back to chemotherapy

| had to start my 2" set of chemotherapy drugs after
recovering from my oral surgery and after the gospel camp.
This is the most painful experience of all these incidents. This
drug caused me to run a fever of higher than 104.9 F. | felt
hot for one minute and cold for another minute and it remains
this way throughout the whole treatment. My heart was
pounding most of the time and it felt as if it would jump out of
my mouth. | threw up more than | took in. So, all my nutrients
depend on just few sips of bone soup or broth. My best
friends throughout the time were my toilet and my bed. |
experienced loosing all my hair once again. Imagine...this is
only the first time of taking this second set of drugs, there’s 3
more to go!! Later on, | came to realize that the doctor aimost
doubled my dose of a normal American size person!!! Thank
God, | didn't die from it. The first time was very painful but it's
okay, | was still brave enough to go into my second round.
The doctor cut down 45% from the first dose this time.
However, the side effects were still very strong except
without the fever. My experience of the second round was
worse than the first because my body has been weakened by
the first round of the drug already. I still threw up more than |
took in. | was too weak to do anything, which includes
walking. | was too tired to pray or to read the Bible. There
were moments when | knelt down just crying about my
suffering. | felt very helpless. Quitting chemotherapy is just
what | desired at the time. So, | called an auntie that had £

J#E 5= before. She told me not to quit and gave me the same



Bible verse ({REEKHEKE ~ FRNEARELE - fREHHETIT -
KAREIBIR - IRIEKPITHE ~ DAHE ~ KGHEAE
E{RE E When thou passest through the waters, | will
be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee.) to encourage me!!! Don't tell me this is not God talking
to me! My strength came back after praying with her. |
proceeded into my third round with courage from God. This
time was even worse! | started throwing up once | saw the
drug! This had become a psychological issue! Side effects of
the third round were the same as the first and the second
round except that this time, | was very afraid of the drugs. |
felt nauseated just by looking at the color red because one of
the drugs that were injected into my heart was red! | felt dirty
inside my body because of the medication circulating in me.
Once again, | dealt with not only physical weakness at this
point, but also the psychological aspect of the issue. | prayed
to God that | had reached my max of tolerance to this
suffering and | asked him to give my doctor the wisdom to tell
me whether or not | should do my last round of treatment. If
God wants me to do it, | will do it no matter how painful it is.
But I felt that what | need to experience | had already
experienced. All | know is that God loves me. So, what He
plans for me will the best for me. | prepared myself into my
last round of treatment. | stepped into the doctor’s office and
she told me | don't need to do my last treatment. | was
extremely excited! | was very curious and asked her why.
She told me that because of the high dose from the first
round, it should have the same effect for doing the fourth
treatment. God is good...

Dear XX, | know exactly why | have this disease from
the beginning, so, | never asked God why. | need to go
through this in order to have a real understanding of how
others are suffering. God is using me to be his strong tool to
witness Him. He uses me to comfort those who have similar
situations especially because | work in a hospital, my words
will be stronger in comforting patients than ever before.
Although someone may have sympathy on a sick person, not
unless he/she experienced it, otherwise, it is almost
impossible for someone to understand what that ill person is
going through. And this is why Jesus, Son of God who came
to this world born in a staple where horses and sheep stayed,
betrayed by one of his followers, whipped by rope with spikes,
forced on a crown with thorns, and demanded by his own
people to crucify Him and made him to carry the cross to the

mountaintop for later usage of nailing him on it
Imagine...each nail that nails into the very flesh of this
innocent man who commits no sin, who does not have to go
through all this because He is the Son of God. How much did
Jesus suffer.... just to pay for the penalty of our sins so we
can go to heaven one day. Sins are not just killing or setting
a fire, but also saying a bad word that can hurt someone or
even just thinking about committing a bad act. There’s only
one purpose that Jesus went through all this: He loves you.
He wants to let us know that he understands our pain and
wants to save us from eternal damnation. God is an absolute
value. He is absolutely clean. We cannot enter heaven
unless our sins are cleansed. He loves us so much that He
sent His only begotten Son to die on the cross and shed His
blood to pay for our penalty of sins, so we can go to Heaven.

#)EytE John 3:16 —
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.

| was a sinner, I'm now cleansed. | was illed, but | am
now cured. | was blind, but now | can see.

#MARC 42:5—
5 ATE AR BAAEHIRE AR,

| have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine
eye seeth thee.

Remember the Christian Church we went to in A[E/T.
This is the same God that planted the seeds in you and me
when we were little. | really wish that you will learn about God
and receive Him as your Savior. Take your husband and the
kids to a Baptist Church. May the Lord bless your family!
K.IT.

With love in Christ,

Shirley
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