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[ David H. Lee ]

Liu Jia Chun, Northern Thailand ~ Saturday, October 15, 2011

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “l am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

(John 8:12)

The distance from Hui Chung Po [=]H#7 to Liu
Jia Chun ZIZZ 1} is approximately 4.4 kilometers.
These two small mountain villages are located in
Northern Thailand near the border with Myanmar (Burma)
in the province of Chiang Rai ;5%%. Due to
inaccessible location and mountainous geography, this
region is home to several minority groups; among them,
Aka [e]-FJiE, Yao &%, and Lahu FiziHjzE cultures.
Historically, to escape famine, tribal feuds and wars,
these minority groups have migrated back and forth in
the mountains where the borders of China, Vietnam,
Laos, Myanmar and Thailand intersect each other. It
was Saturday afternoon. |was scheduled to share a
testimonial message with a home fellowship of the Liu Jia
Chun Baptist Church that night. | decided to take the
one-hour hike down the mountain hill. Brother Desmond
Koh Yin Ming, a young Chinese-Malaysian who was
stationed there for a 3-month mission, volunteered to
accompany me.

Liu Jia Chun |ZHf

Light of the World

%

N\
ﬁ/ﬂ

In these low mountain branches of the mighty
Himalayas, the weather is perpetually spring-like but
subject to the seasonal monsoons of Southeast Asia.
Unfortunately for the past two hundred years, the region
has been plagued by opium production and consequent
drug trafficking. Local pastors told us that many drug
smugglers and sellers still operate in the area, especially
at night. Despite the potential danger, the sunset hike
seemed to be a perfect way to exercise, relax and
appreciate God’s wonders prior to the fellowship meeting.
We left promptly at 5:30 pm after a quick dinner at the Hui
Chung Po Church, anticipating that the sun would set
around 6:15 pm. Indeed the hike was a pleasant way to
appreciate the mountains. The rain earlier in the early
afternoon had cleansed the smoky air from the post
harvest burn in the rice fields. A sea of clouds
surrounded the hills below the twisting road. Sounds of
crickets, wild birds and domesticated chickens echoed
the valley. We exchanged greetings with the local
people as we walked up and down the mountainous hills.
The road followed the outer rims of two mountain hills
between the two villages, descending about 300 meter in
altitude. As the sun set below the mountains, immense
darkness shrouded the valley with only the stars and the
cloud-covered half moon above us. Since there were no
street lights in the mountains, we resorted to a single
flash light to guide the way. As we entered the side road
to the Liu Jia Chun village, we could see in the distance



the highest mountain peak in the area, located just to
right of Hui Chung Po village, now high up above us on
the other side of the valley.  The locals refer to this

as the Ghost Mountain.  Prior to the arrival of the
there were scary tales of ghosts and evil spirits hovering
around the peak. In the past, the locals feared
immensely. They, especially the Aka minority,
worshiped dark spirits in order to appease them and
avoid getting harmed by them.  When the Gospel
arrived to the region about 50 years ago, village after
village turned to the Lord, renouncing idol and ghost
worship.  As we hiked the last 15 minutes in darkness,
we had no fear in our hearts.  Jesus’ wonderful peace
had already filled the void in our hearts long ago when
decided to believe in him.  His light was shining

in us as we walked in the shadow of the dark valley.

\ Chiang Dao KA&HE

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate
and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. But small is the gate and
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few
find it. (Matthew 7:13-14)

God has a mysterious way of guiding us to the
right path. Whenever we reach a fork in our life’s
journey, we are given the free choice to select the road
we want to take.  If there is a choice between a broad,
seemingly safe road and a narrow, tortuous one, most

of us are inclined to take the former.  But sometimes
God wants us to take the road less traveled. If we
would trust and abide in Him, though at times the
decision might seem unfamiliar and difficult, we would
be rewarded with the path to righteousness. Even
before | started my Western medical studies, | had a
dream of learning acupuncture one day. Perhaps it
was the reading of Chinese “wuxia” novels about the
mysterious acupuncture points that could petrify a
person, or the fascination with the historical Hua Tuo,
the famous Chinese physician from the Romance of the
Three Kingdoms.  Years of studying and practicing
Western Medicine had not given me the chance to fuffill
this dream.  Yet there was a glimpse of hope and
opportunity when | witnessed Elder Cheung treating
patients with acupuncture during my short-term medical
mission in Cambodia earlier this year in January. |
found out that he was so impressed with acupuncture
during a mission trip that he decided to study Traditional
Chinese Medicine midway in his life career. Later on
he was moved to establish a foundation to train
missionaries in remote fields with basic acupuncture
skills to treat common labor-related illnesses such as
neck and back pain.  The trained missionaries would
then be able to use acupuncture as a bridge for
evangelism.
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