New Orleans Chinese Baptist Church — Easter 2009

Bach St. Matthew Passion
Introduction

Johann Sebastian Bach wrote his St. Matthew Passion
for a single purpose—to present the biblical passion story,
in music, for the worship service during Good Friday and
Easter. Bach considered this passion oratorio his greatest
work. The St. Matthew Passion continues to move
audiences more than 280 years after it was first heard in
St. Thomas's Church of Leipzig, Germany. Standing as one
of the highest pillars of Western sacred music, it is at once
monumental and intimate, deeply sorrowful and
powerful.

We would to thank God for this opportunity and
privilege to offer this passion oratorio. It has been a
tremendous blessing for everyone working on this
difficult, yet rewarding music. The process began with the
Chinese translation of the chorales many months ago
through the prayers and hard works of Pastor and Mrs.
Liu, Fusheng, Li Kun and Fan Ying. Bach used the chorales
to express the feelings and emotions of the Christian
audiences as they watch the unfolding of the passion play.
Our work on the Chinese translation brought us closer to
the way of the cross as we tried to find the most
appropriate words and phrases in Chinese for the German
text.
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We would like to thank: B XRE Z=5 0%

« All the members of the church who played the e FRFAELR FPIHEAEAECHBIH G E !
characters in the Passion play: o fREA: F 8B
o Evangelist: Guo, Gang . % g
o Jesus: Rev. Liu, Hongfu ; HF% HES ﬁéip
o Judas: Chen, Desheng o HAK: PRA8 B
o Peter: Dr. Edwin Lin o AT %@‘.ﬁ
o Priest: Du, Ruofei o BVIk: HEHR
o False Witnesses: Zhang , Tao & Huang, Shenghua o HBEBA: 5 % M ‘%ﬁ$
o Servant Girl 1: Deng, Haiyan i
o Servant Girl 2: Yang, Qing ok 1: B
o Pilate: Guo, Wei o B4 2: ] %
o Pilate’s Wife: Lillian Fok o e 1) 3
e Our two talented pianists Jennifer Tu and Judy Wang. o RRA: P& T

e Our two amazing violinists Fu Xiao and Anne Yang.

e And the wonderful fellowship of all the choir members
who worked so hard to make it happen in praise of « b4
God. ¢
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